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Who should read this book

This book is geared towards Windows users who want to take a look at Linux.
Are you interested in trying Linux on your computer? If so, you have found the
perfect book. In this book, I will give you a gentle introduction into using Linux,
and help you ease into it. The only technical skills you should have include
browsing the Internet and downloading files. It will help if you have burned your
own CDs before, but such skills are not required. If you have a computer geek
handy, that also couldn't hurt. The purpose of this book is to make it easy to try the
Linux operating system, particularly for people who are used to Microsoft Windows.
Even if you only use your Windows computer for checking email and surfing the

Internet, this book was written just for you.

Having used Windows myself for nearly 15 years, I was very used to that
platform. I didn't realize how used to it I was until I tried to use something else. As
an illustration of what I mean, let's say that you download Linux, and eventually
figure out how to download Linux. Even when you finally do get it installed, it is
somewhat of a bitter-sweet triumph. On the one hand, you feel good about having

successfully gotten that far.

On the other hand, after you have installed it, you sit there, staring blankly at
your new desktop wondering what in the world to do next. You may feel somewhat
lost. You have heard how wonderful Linux is, but don't know why, or how to make
it perform all the impressive tricks. In many cases, you don't even know what those

tricks are (at least I didn't when I first started).

If you are considering trying out Linux on your desktop, but have some anxiety
about learning everything, from this point on, you have no need to worry. We will
take it one step at a time. The top priority of this book is to make everything as easy
to learn as possible. I am going to give as much background and explanation as I

can.



My goal is that you understand the purpose and concepts involved with each step
that we take. I want to go over the why as well as the what. The more you
understand, the better your foundation will be. A good, strong foundation provides a
solid base upon which you can build as you learn more. This helps you learn more

efficiently, and retain more of what you learn in the future.

Before we try and get Linux to install it, we will discuss some fundamental
topics. When you are switching from Windows to Linux, there are some
expectations that you will need to change. You are going to be using a brand new
platform. You cannot assume that the new platform to be equivalent in all aspects to

the old one.

To begin with, we will mold your expectations. If you know what to plan on,
your experience will be more pleasant. In other words, there is a mental shift that
will take place as well as you switch platforms from Windows to Linux. I want to

make that shift as easy and pleasant as possible for you.

If all goes well, this introduction will be painless. At very least, I hope to make

the migration process as enjoyable and easy for you as I can.

Your experience will gradually increase as we explore the various aspects of the
Linux operating system. As this occurs, you will have questions. You will want to
learn more about different things. If, heaven forbid, something goes wrong with
your system, you may wish to seek help. You may want to interact with other Linux

enthusiasts. You may even wish to share what you have learned with others.

There is almost an endless list of online resources and communities that will
address all of these issues and plenty more. I will share with you many great
resources that you can use to learn more about Linux. Hopefully, I will be able to
help you know where to go for each of the different types of help or information that
you seek. This way, if you have a question that I do not address here, you will know

where you can find your answer.



An introduction before we start

When you want to learn about something new, what do you do? Research! You
likely go online and look things up, go to the library, and talk to anybody who may
know something about it. Only this time, you don't have to do any of that. I have
already done all of this for you. You have everything you need right here to get
started with Linux. How easy is that? Grab a Coke, take this book, and head to your
favorite armchair. We are going to discuss some of the things that set Linux apart

from other operating systems.

Because of how adaptable it is, there are actually several different kinds of Linux.
In the Linux world, we say that there are different distributions. The most popular
distributions of Linux include Red Hat, Ubuntu, SUSE, Mandriva, Debian, and
Fedora Core. Perhaps you have heard of some of these. One of the easiest
distributions of Linux to use is SUSE Linux. It is this distribution that I will be

working with in this text.

First, we will look at some of the ways that SUSE Linux will feel natural to you.
It is different, to be sure. However, you will be surprised at how much of it feels

familiar to you.

Conversely, we will also go over some of the ways that SUSE Linux will be
foreign to you. Because honestly, using Linux is different than using Windows. We
will look at these differences and make sure you are comfortable with them before

we move on.

More familiar than you think

To start out in your comfort zone, let's look at the parts of Linux that will feel
familiar to you. There is quite a bit more that falls into this category than you might
think. For example, you have a graphical desktop just like you do on Windows. It
has a screen saver, wallpaper, icons and windows, just like you are already used to.

You can set the wallpaper to your favorite picture. There is a mouse pointer that you



move around the screen. You use this mouse cursor to select and click on things.
There are icons on the desktop that you can click to open. There will be a very
familiar windowing system that functions much like what you are already used to in

Windows.

Not only will the desktop be similar to what you are familiar with, but many
applications will be, also. You have a fully-functional word processor that will work
much as you expect it to. Browsing the Internet is simple. In many cases, you will
use Firefox, the same program you may already use on Windows to surf the web.
Other functionality that Linux offers to you includes email, spreadsheets, mp3
players, video players, and printing; all concepts with which you are very likely
already used to. Truth be told, you already know much of how to use Linux. More

than you think you do.

Common Myths

To put you more at ease, I want to dispel some common myths people have about
using Linux. Peoples' interest in this amazing platform has suffered a bit because
they believe things about Linux that are not true. In some cases, they were true in
the past, but not anymore. When we see that these are mere myths, the path to
learning Linux becomes considerably easier. What are some of the most common

misconceptions about Linux?

Myth #1 : Linux is too hard for a regular computer user. I have heard that it is only

for computer geeks because it is too hard to use.

At the present time, this is complete nonsense. In the beginning, setting up and
installing Linux and its programs had to be done by hand at a command prompt.
Yucky. However, within the last few years, many types of Linux have become
simple enough that young kids are able to install and use them. I have also heard
stories about folks well-advanced in years setting up and using Linux. When you

first install most types of Linux nowadays, you don't even see the command prompt.
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You don't have to work in the command line at any time. This is especially true
after you are done installing Linux. Almost the entire operating system can be
accessed through graphical, window-based screens. In almost all cases, this includes
things like installing software or configuring some aspect of the system. Linux, in
most situations, has become quite point-and-click. Once you learn where things are,
nearly everything can be accessed through the graphical windows. This is one of the

biggest things that makes using Linux easy.
Myth #2 : Linux has a very limited selection of software.

There is definitely a lot of software available for Windows. In reality, there is a
great overabundance. Linux provides a narrower selection of higher-quality
programs. Let's talk about email programs, for example. On Windows, I have tried
around 60 different email programs. Of those, about six are mainstream, well-
supported, widely used applications (Outlook, Outlook Express, Eudora,
Thunderbird, Pegasus, and The Bat). It makes sense that if a great number of people
are using a program that it will probably be around for a long time. Not only that,
but there are more people who you can ask for help. I recommend using such types
of programs wherever possible. For Windows, there are about five mainstream

email programs.

On Linux, there are also a handful of them, such as Thunderbird, KMail, Balsa,
Mozilla Mail, Opera, and Evolution. On average, the number of available Windows
programs is overkill several times over. With Linux, you still have a nice handful of
choices without having to sort through an ocean of options. There are fewer
applications available on Linux. That said, the quality of the good ones is very easily
just as good as, in many cases better than, what you find on Windows. This is true
especially in recent years, as some applications have reached industrial-strength,
enterprise-ready stages of development. Many such applications are employed in
full-time use at real companies throughout the world. In the case of email, I
recommend using Thunderbird. I will introduce this program along with some other

great software later in this book.
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Myth #3 : If Linux and its software are free, they must not be very good quality.

Quite the opposite is true. Most of the software that runs on Linux is not owned
by any one person or company. It is open to the community. This means that
anyone who wants to can work on the program and make it better. They do it
because they want to improve the software, as they get no other monetary gain from
their work. Thus, many such programs have thousands and thousands of

programmers working on them to make them genuinely better.

With proprietary systems, the code is generally managed by a small team of
programmers who are under great pressure to get their software finished. In some
cases, the software is released with bugs and problems in it so that the consumer

must be dependent on the vendor for upgrades and fixes.

Because of all of this, many times Linux software is superior to Windows
software. This is one of the reasons that Linux has been and still is much more
secure than Windows. It has many thousands of people worldwide working to make
it as good as it can be. When problems are found, they are fixed within a day or two,

and many times within a few hours.

With these few things set straight, we can begin learning more about the Linux
operating system. There will be many things similar to what you have already used
on Windows. There are also some things that will be different for you. Some things

are only minor adjustments. Other things may take a little more getting used to.

In any case, we will not rush through anything in this book. I'd like to make sure
that you are as comfortable as possible with the concepts that we discuss. Using the
free Linux operating system can be quite rewarding to use. Perhaps the most
obvious benefit is in how much money you will save. Hopefully, we will also be

able to make it as fun and as enjoyable as possible for you.
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Things to know about Linux

We have looked at ways that Linux will feel familiar to you. While there are
many, there are some things that may feel a little different. Truthfully, many things
are slightly different. These will take no time at all to get used to. That said, there
are other things that may take a little longer for you to adjust to. I would like to take
a few moments to briefly discuss some of these differences. That way, when we get
further into this book, you will know what to expect. Let's take a look at some of the
major differences between Windows and Linux, and talk about them one at a time.

This will give you greater insight and understanding into how Linux works.
#1 : Linux is very versatile and configurable.

One of the somewhat astounding strengths of Linux is its versatility. It can run as
a web server, a desktop, or embedded into other systems. There is a distribution of
Linux that runs on the Space Shuttle. There is one that controls a military vehicle
that actually drives itself. In Canada, they are using Linux to manage coin-operated
meter maids. Other distributions run on myriads of electronic devices, such as

Apple's iPod.

Because Linux is so versatile, there are many many ways to perform the same
task. This may be one of the things that makes people think Linux is so complex.
When you are trying to accomplish a task, you may find that there are several ways
to accomplish that task. In such cases, it may help to ask a friend familiar with
Linux how they do it. Having a mentor available is one great way to get help with
your Linux system. If you don't know anyone who knows Linux, please do not
worry. There are innumerable resources online where you can turn for help, which I
will discuss a little later in this book. As you visit these resources regularly, you will
meet people who can help you. Within no time, you will have many online friends

who you can ask for help.

#2 : Getting Help with Linux
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Speaking of getting help, the Linux way is going to be a little different than what
you are used to. When you have trouble in Windows, you may be used to calling
technical support for help. I think that many people prefer to go to a live person for

help. In many cases, this does usually fix the problem.

However, with this model of problem resolution, you don't usually learn much
about what caused the problem or how to fix it next time it occurs. Because of the

nature of how you find help with Linux, you do learn quite a bit in the process.

Some of the time, this process involves research done on your own. Do not
interpret this to mean that you are completely on your own. Far from it, as it turns
out. Once you have fixed a handful of problems, the process of doing so will

become second nature for you.

At a later portion of this book, I will outline several very efficient ways of
seeking help when things go south. Some of these involve doing your own research,
and others methods involve asking other people for help. We will look at how to use
some of the great resources. I will demonstrate how easy it truly is to get help with
Linux. If you enjoy browsing and reading, many of the resources we will discuss

can be used for learning more about Linux.
#3 : The Command Line

In Windows, it is very rarely necessary to use the DOS prompt. In modern
distributions of Linux, you are perfectly able to use your computer without ever
touching the command line. In the past, this was not the case. For a long time, when
you wanted to learn Linux, you had to know the command line inside and out. With
some of the more recent flavors of Linux, you can get away without knowing

anything about the command line.

That said, one of the major differences between Windows and Linux is the power
of the command line. In Windows, it has minimal value, and provides little useful

functionality. In Linux, on the other hand, the command line interface provides a
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wealth of powerful features, more of which we will discuss later on in this book. For
now, it is sufficient to know that if you want to truly say that you know how to use
Linux, you should take the time to learn how to use the command line. When we do
explore this powerful tool, I will take you through some of the most basic

commands.
#4 : Software Installation

I am going to assume that you have installed software on Windows. The process
is somewhat simple. You search online for a cheap or free software package that
does what you need it to do. You download it to your computer. When the
download completes, you usually will double-click on the file you just downloaded,
starting the installation process. Most of the time, you just click NEXT several

times, and eventually the software gets installed.

The way you install software on Linux is somewhat different than this. If you are
using SUSE Linux, the software is all installed with one program, called YAST.
This application makes installing software a snap. The basic premise is that you
open YAST and do a search for the software you want. In the results that come up,
you just check a little box next to the program that you wish to install. You then
click a button, and YAST goes about its business of installing your software. Most
of these programs will reside on the several different installation CDs which you will

already have. No need to go hunting around.
#5 : Security in Linux

One of the overwhelming strengths of Linux is its rock-solid security. With so
many thousands of people working on it worldwide, security holes and bugs are
found and fixed quickly. One of the great things about this is that you may only
have to wait for a few days to get updates. With Windows, studies that have been
done have found that you have to wait for about six weeks for security updates. This
is bad news. Even worse, hackers know about the security hole for at least four of

those six weeks. That means for nearly a month, you run a much higher risk of a

15



hacker using that security hole to break into your systems. With Linux, by the time
the hackers know about a security issue, there are already updates available to fix

your system. That sounds like a much better deal to me.

In addition to having quick security updates available, even an unpatched Linux
system left out in the open on the Internet is more secure than a similarly unpatched
Windows system. Studies have found that unpatched Linux systems left on the
Internet last at least four months without being broken into. Unpatched Windows

machines last, on average, about 70 minutes.

In my personal experience, I have had Windows computers broken into before I
am even done installing Windows on them! I have to keep the computer off the
Internet until I am completely done installing Windows, applying all the patches
(which you have to be connected to the Internet to even get), and installing all of the
anti-spyware, anti-virus, and firewall software. Only then do I cross my fingers and
plug it into the Internet. Rather than go through all that anxiety, it is just less hassle

to use Linux.

Because Linux is not susceptible to about 99.6% of known viruses and spyware,
there are very few anti-virus applications available for it. Do not let this deter you.
Because Linux is so secure, there is almost no need for an anti-virus software. Or
anti-spyware software. Linux does, however, have an industrial-strength firewall.

This is another reason that it provides full security.

Along this same vein, the processes, files, and directories are controlled by a very
strict privilege system. Because of this, a user will have permissions to access some
things but not others. For example, regular users do not have access to system
commands or files. If they did, you can imagine that the system could be breached
very quickly. Windows has no such clearly defined access control. This is another
reason that Linux is very secure. You can count on the solid security of the Linux

platform.

16



Especially if you have servers at your place of employment, Linux will provide a

solid solution to security concerns.
#6 : Names and Locations of Applications

Earlier, we discussed some of the similarities between Linux and Windows. One
of those similarities is the graphical desktop with icons, buttons, and a windowed
environment. You will probably intuitively know how to use many of these features

in Linux.

The system menu in Linux behaves a lot like you are used to. There is a button in
the lower left corner of your screen. You click it, and a menu appears. In the menu,
there are several submenus. You pause the mouse cursor over the submenus and
additional menus and options appear. It is very similar to what you already know

from using Windows.

What you have to learn here is where in this menu to find each of the
applications. This is no cause for concern. It will not take very long to get used to
this. There is even a way to search through the menu for the program you want to

run. The ability to search this menu is one more thing that makes Linux easy to use.

You may also very well be used to the names of certain applications. You
probably know immediately what Outlook, Word, and Excel are, just by their names.
With Linux, the applications will have different names. Again, it is only a matter of
time before you will learn the names of these applications. I will even help you

cheat just a little.

The main application that is like Microsoft Office is called OpenOffice. A great
part about this is that first, it is free. Second, it already comes installed with SUSE
Linux, so you won't have to download it separately from anywhere. Another great
perk is that by the time you are done installing SUSE Linux, OpenOffice will already

be on your computer. Isn't Linux neat?
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Getting Help and Learning More

Previously, I said I would talk a little bit about some ways to get help with Linux.
Should you have questions or run into trouble, you will take a slightly different
approach getting help in Linux than how you do it in Windows. It really isn't all that
much harder. It is just different. Coming from Windows, you are likely used to
picking up the phone and calling technical support when you have trouble. Although
this is not the case when you need help with Linux, there are thousands of people
that you can ask for help. The biggest difference is simply that you are not talking to

them on the telephone. Instead, they can be found in scores of other places.

What if you are not having trouble? What if you just want to learn more about
Linux? You will be pleased to know that there are some great places that you can

go to browse leisurely through and learn more about this amazing operating system.

General reading material

If you want to do some general reading about SUSE Linux, there are several
places that you can go. Some of these places contain lists of other resources. Great

places to learn more about SUSE Linux are listed as follows:

http://en.opensuse.org/Communicate

http://www.opensuse.org/

http://www.novell.com/linux/

http://www.novell.com/coolsolutions/feature/17218.html

You can go to each of these places and spend time at your leisure browsing
through them These types of resources will help you learn more about SUSE Linux

in general.
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Forums

These are arguably the most helpful resource on the Internet. Forums are
designed such that they read like conversations. One user posts a question. If
someone answers that question, that answer is posted right below the question. In
the same way, the rest of the conversation is posted below that. It is this type of
format that makes forums very user-friendly and easy to use. A good habit to get
into is to read the posting policies of the forums before you post. Some of them have
rules that they ask you to follow when posting. Some of the best forums for SUSE

Linux are as follows:

http://forums.suselinuxsupport.de/index.php

http://www.linuxquestions.org/questions/forumdisplay.php?forumid=60

http://www.suseforums.net/

http://www .linuxforums.org/forum/suse-linux-help/

In many cases, you can go to the site, create yourself an account, and post your

question. Be sure to check back often and to see if your question has been answered.

Mailing Lists

Another great resource for getting help are mailing lists. They are actually very
much like forums, except that they use email instead of a website for posting. To get
help, you will sign up for the mailing list. Then, you will send a question to the
mailing list. At some point, you should get a response from someone regarding your

question. A handful of great mailing lists are at the following locations:

http://www.suse.com/en/private/support/online _help/mailinglists/index.html

http://en.opensuse.org/Communicate#Mailing_Lists

http://groups.vahoo.com/group/suse-newbie/

http://www.novell.com/coolsolutions/forms/subscribe.html
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There is one listed there for Yahoo. That particular mailing list was created for
new Linux users. You can go there and ask whatever question you may have about
anything relating to SUSE Linux. You will very likely find a nice person there who

would be glad to answer your question or help you.

Other Resources

If you are familiar with wikis, and would like to visit some SUSE Linux wiki

pages, here is a handful of them:

http://susewiki.org/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SuSE

http://wiki.linuxquestions.org/wiki/SuSE

http://wiki.novell.com/index.php/Cool_Solutions Wiki Main_Page

http://wiki.suselinuxsupport.de/wikka.php?wakka=SuSELinuxSupport

If you are interested in reading blogs by other Linux users, you can visit some of

these links:

http://andreasjaeger.blogspot.com/

http://www.suseroot.com/blog/

http://rubberturnip.org.uk/

http://www.novell.com/ctoblog

http://tirania.org/blog/index.html

http://nat.org/

http://www.suseblog.com/

http://planetsuse.org/
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I have listed all of these resources because I want to help you realize how much
help there is available. Take a moment to see how many places you can go when

you need help with something. SUSE Linux really has a great support community.

As we go through the rest of this book, you may have questions. Try as I might
to cover all bases, I may omit the specific answer you seek. In those cases, I don't
want you to feel like you have been left hanging. Pop into one of the forums,
introduce yourself, and ask your question. Sign up for a mailing list and fire away
with your question. There are thousands of very knowledgeable people who are able

and willing to provide help for problems you may encounter.

How do | get Linux?

We have now spent some time looking at the parts of Linux that you will already
be used to before you even start. We have also discussed some of the things you
may have to spend some time learning. We spent some time looking at ways that
you can get help, should you run into problems. With all of this background in
place, the next thing to do is get started. The next step I suggest is getting yourself a
copy of Linux. There are a number of different ways to do this. I will just cover the

two easiest for the sake of simplicity.

Download Linux and put it onto CDs

The most common way to get Linux is simply by downloading it. If you have a
fast enough Internet connection and a CD burner, this will be a great way to get
Linux. It does take a little technical knowledge. This method requires a couple of
steps. As the name of this section implies, you will first download the CD images.
Then, you will burn these disc images onto some blank CDs. Let's walk through

how to do this.

First, we will download the Disc images. These are simply files containing

everything needed to put on the CDs. To get these files, visit this URL:
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http://mirrors.kernel.org/opensuse/distribution/SL.-10.1/iso/

Towards the top of the list on this page, you will see the following files listed:
SUSE-Linux-10.1-GM-i386-CD1.iso
SUSE-Linux-10.1-GM-i386-CD2.iso
SUSE-Linux-10.1-GM-i386-CD3.iso
SUSE-Linux-10.1-GM-i386-CD4.iso
SUSE-Linux-10.1-GM-i386-CD5.iso

You can just click on each filename in the web page to download it. If that
doesn't seem to work for you, right-click on the filenames and select “Save Link
As...” or “Save Target As...” Then save each one to a location that you will

remember.

Once you have all of the files downloaded, you will want to burn them onto blank
CDs. You will want to exercise caution here. You want to burn these files as CDs.
Burning the CD image file onto a CD is not the same thing as burning the CD

image as a CD. You want to do the latter.

In many popular CD-burning software applications, there is some kind of option
somewhere that will allow you to make a CD from a CD image. It may be called
"Burn Disc from Image", "Make CD from ISO", or something similar. As not all
software is the same, I cannot tell you exactly what it will say. Fish through the
menus of your software, and find the option that will allow you to burn the image as

a CD. When you have done this, proceed to burn all five of the CD images.

After you have burned the CDs, you are ready to install Linux onto your

computer.
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Purchasing Linux Installation CDs

Downloading and burning the CD images can be a decent amount of work and
take up valuable time. If you do not want to go this route, you can purchase CDs
with Linux already on them. This way, you can usually ensure that there will be
minimal, if any, problems with the CDs. One way that you can purchase such CDs is
from Novell. One benefit of doing this is that you will get official pressed and
silkscreened CDs and a DVD with the same data on it. In addition, you will get the
nice packaging. Perhaps the biggest benefit of doing it this way is that you will
receive complete manuals for using SUSE Linux. Additionally, by purchasing it
from Novell, you may also be entitled to some technical support. The page from

which you can make your SUSE Linux purchase is found at the following location:

Novell: http://www.novell.com/products/suselinux/pricing.html

Installing SUSE Linux

However you choose to get Linux, now you likely want to install it. This next
chapter, then, will be about installing SUSE Linux. Although there are several steps
to this process, each of them are simple. Where concepts may not be quite so
straightforward, I will do my best to explain them in a clear, concise manner. Before

we start, let's talk about what kind of installation we want to do.

Installation Options

Because we know that Linux is so versatile, we would do well to decide what
kind of installation we would like to perform. There are two main installation types.
The first is that when you are going to install Linux to work as a server (which we
are not going to do here). The second type is when you will use the computer as a

desktop. In this section, we are going to install it as a desktop.

The next thing we will look at is what kind of desktop environment to use. The

two biggest choices are KDE and Gnome. In a later chapter, we will take a closer
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look at KDE, the K Desktop Environment. For now, just make a mental note that we

will be installing KDE as our desktop.

I would also like to take a moment to introduce another concept. It is the concept
of running two operating systems on the same computer. You cannot run them both
at the exact same time. However, when you boot up your computer, you will be able
to pick between booting into Linux and booting into Windows. Many people like to
do this. One reason is so they can transition slowly to Linux without having to
completely give up Windows all at once. I had a dual-boot machine for about a year
before switching exclusively to Linux. Another reason to dual-boot a system is so

that people can try Linux out without having to purchase another computer for this

purpose.

One reason I might not recommend this method is that it is somewhat permanent
on the Windows end. It is difficult to completely restore a computer to run only
Windows once you have chosen to dual-boot it. However, if you are planning to
eventually phase out Windows, it is very easy to convert a dual-boot computer into

one that runs only Linux.

Whether you choose to do a Linux-only installation or a dual-boot installation, I
will include instructions for both. You can simply follow the instructions for your
choice of installation, and skip the instructions for the other choice. With that, let's
take a look at a Linux-only installation, definitely the easiest if you have a spare

computer.

Linux-only Installation

You should be reading this section if you want to install Linux onto a computer
where it will be the only operating system. If you want to install Linux and also

keep Windows on the same computer, skip to the next section.

I want to let you in on a secret. During the installation, you will be taken through

a series of screens. The secret is that for most of the screens where it gives you
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options, the default choices are usually fine. This means that if you are on a screen
where you don't know what to do, you can probably just click NEXT without
changing a thing.

While this is true in many cases, it isn't always that easy. Don't worry, though.

With the walk-through that we will do here, we will make the installation very easy.

When doing the installation, you can use either a set of CDs or the DVD. The
process should be mostly the same for either one. The obvious difference is that
with the CDs you will just provide the appropriate CD when the installation asks you

for it. With the DVD, everything is on one disc, so you won't need to change discs.

One other thing that you will need to check is that you have sufficient space on
your hard disk to hold Linux. SUSE Linux generally takes up about 3 Gigabytes. It
is recommended to use at least 5. If you have more space than this, your system
should do very well.

Beginning the Installation

Let's get started. If you are using CDs, put disc 1 into your CD-ROM. If you are
using the DVD, insert that disc now.

Power up your computer.
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A blue screen will appear after a few moments, with a menu. Select the
INSTALLATION option (by pressing the down arrow), and press ENTER:

SUSE Linux 10.1

Boot from Hard Disk
Installation--ACPI Disabled
Installation--Local APIC Disabled
Installation--Safe Settings
Rescue System

Hemory Test

Boot Options

Help Language Dther Options
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You will see a progress bar for a few seconds that says “Loading Linux kernel”,
after which the screen will go black. After a moment, another blue screen will

appear, similar to this:

This screen may remain for several minutes while the Installation system is

loading.
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After a few minutes, you will see the LANGUAGE screen appear. This is the

first step of the installation. From this screen, select your preferred language, and
click NEXT:

Preparation
=panguage % Language
e License Agreement
@ Systemn Analysis

e Time Zone

@ Desktop Selection

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration
& Hostname 5
@ Root Password Deutsch

® Network English (UK,
® Online Update glish (U5}
& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes
& Hardware Configuration

| Back | Abort Next
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You are taken to a screen that suggests you do a media check. If you wish to do

this, click START CHECK. When you are ready, click NEXT:

Media Check -] (== Media Check

When you have a
prablem with
installation and are
using a €0 or DVD :
installation medium, QE_J or DVD D_”"’e o . o
you should check | VMware Virtual IDE CDROM Drive (/dew/hdc) |w|
whether the medium '
could be broken.

Itis recommended to check all installation media to avoid installation problerms.

Status Information

Selecta drive, inserta
medium into the
drive, and press Start
Check to perorm the
check The check can
take several minutes
depending on speed
of the drive and size of |
the medium. The
check verifies the MD5
checksum.

Ifthe check of the
medium fails, you
should not continue
the installation. It may
fail or you may lose
your data. You should
replace the broken
medium.

After the check you
can insertthe next
medium and start the
procedure again. The
order of the media is
irrelevant. ! Start Check

Back | Abort
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The next screen you see is a license agreement. Make the appropriate selection at

the bottom of this screen. Then, click NEXT:

Preparation = =
T ;ﬁ License Agreement
= license Agreement
& Systermn Analysis
e Time Zone
@ Desktop Selection
Installation ¢ =
® Installation Summary SUSELINUX 055 10.1 =
S S Novell Software License Agreement
Configuration PLEASE READ THIS AGREEMENT CAREFLILLY. BY DOWNLOADING, INSTALLING OR
® Hosthame | OTHERWISE USING THE SOFTWARE {INCLUDING ITS COMPONENTS), YOU AGREE TO
® Root Password THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT. IF ¥OU DO NOT AGREE WITH THESE TERMS, DO
_ NOT DOWNLOAD, INSTALL OR USE THE SOFTWARE AND, IF APPLICABLE, RETURN
L LI | THE ENTIRE UNUSED PACKAGE TO THE RESELLER WITH YOUR RECEIPT FOR A
@ Online Update REFUND. EXCEFT AS EXPRESSLY PERMITTED IN THIS AGREEMENT, THE SOFTWARE
& Users MAY NOT BE FURTHER DISTRIEUTED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEM AUTHORIZATION
& Clean Up FROM NOWELL.
& Release Notes
& Hardware Configuration The Software is a modular operating system. Most of the components
are open source packages, developed independently, and accompanied by
separate license terms; the Software as a whole is a collective wark
of Nowell. Yourlicense rights with respect to individual components
accompanied by separate license terms are defined by those terms;
nothing in this Agreement {including, for example, the "Other License
| Terms and Restrictions," below) shall restrict, limit, or otherwise
affect any rights or obligations You may have, or conditions to which i
You may be subject, under such license terms. e
=
(@ Yes, | Agree to the License Agreement
| Mo, | Do Mot Agree
Help | | Back | | Abort
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The Installation program will probe several of the parts of your computer. It will
stop on a screen entitled "Installation Mode". Select the "New Installation" option.
Click NEXT:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
= System Analysis

e Time Zone

@ Desktop Selection

g’;‘ Installation Mode

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration

& Hostname

@ Root Password

o MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

—Installation Mode
(@ Mew [nstallation

Help | | Back | | Abart
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On the next screen, select your region and time zone. In the drop-down called

“Hardware Clock set to,” pick “Local Time.” Then, click NEXT:

Preparation

« Language

« License Agreement
' Systern Analysis

= Tirme Zone

# Desktop Selection

Installation
& Installation Summary
& Perform Installation

Configuration

& Hostname

Root Password

Netwaork

online Update

Users

Clean Up

Release Notes
Hardware Configuration
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@ Clock and Time Zone
M

Region Time Zone
Europe Alaska
Aleutian
Canada Arizona
Central and South America Central
Russia Eastern
Asia East Indiana
Australia Hawaii
Africa Indiana Starke
Pacific Michigan
Etc Pacific
Samoa

Hardware Clock Set To

| Local Time !v|

Time and Date

I 23:44:32 - 23-05-2006

Change... |

| Abort |



You are taken to a screen where you will select your desktop.

we are going to select KDE. Click NEXT:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

& Time Zone

= Desktop Selection

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration
& Hostname
@ Root Password

e MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

i Help
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For our purposes,

L] Desktop Selection

) GNOME

GNOME is a powerful and intuitive desktop
environment that uses Evolution as its mailer,
Firefox as its browser, and Nautilus as its

file manager.

(@ KDE

KDEis a powerful and intuitive desktop
environment that uses Kontact as its mailer

and Kongueror as its browser and file manager.

(| Other

L}

~ Back | | Abart




The next screen, called "Installation Settings," will take a few seconds to load.
When it does, you will see three sections: Partitioning, Software, and Language.
Since we want to make sure that only Linux is installed on this computer, we're
going to change the partitioning just a tad. I just want to remind you that if you are
installing Linux this way, the entire rest of your hard disk will be wiped clean. If

you are sure that this is what you want to do, continue.

Go ahead and click on the blue PARTITIONING link at the top of this screen:

Preparation

& Language

« License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

[:; Installation Settings

Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.

& Time Zone

& Desktop Selection [ Overview i Expei';‘. ]

Installation S

=P nstallation Summary Partitioning

e Perform Installation + Create swap partition /dev/sdal (345.1 ME)

* Create root partition fdev/sda2 (3.0 GB) with reiserfs

Eoniigursiion + Create partition /dev/sda3 (2.6 GB) for fnome with reiserfs

& Hostname

& Root Password Software

e Network T

& Online Update * Standard System with KDE (1.9 GB total)
& Users

® Clean Up Language

& Release Motes

* Primary Language: English [US)
& Hardware Configuration

Show Release Motes

Change... =

Help | | Back |  Abort
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On the next screen, called “Suggested Partitioning,” there is a “Partitioning” box
down in the center of the screen. Inside this box, select the “Create Custom Partition

setup” radio button. Click NEXT:

Your hard disks have Suggested Partitioning
been checked. The

partition setup displayed
is proposed for your hard

drive. * Create swap partition /dev/sdal (345.1 ME)
* Create root parition /dev/sdaz2 (3.0 GB) with reiseris
To accept these * Create partition /dew/sda3 (2.6 GB) for fhome with reiserfs

suggestions and
continue, select Accept
Proposal.

If the suggestion does not
fit your needs, create
your awn partition setup
starting with the paritions
as currently present an
the disks. Forthis, select
Custom Partition Setup.
Thisis also the aption to
choose for advanced
options like RAID and
LM,

—Partitioning
) Accept Proposal
() Base Partition Setup on This Proposal

® Create Custom Parition Setup

Back | Abort
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The next screen is called “Preparing Hard Disk: Step 1.” On this screen there is
one box. This box is called “Hard Disk.” In this box, simply select the very first
radio button. Don't even worry about what it says. Then click NEXT:

Al hard disks Preparing Hard Disk: Step 1
automatically detected
on your systern are
shown here. Select the
hard disk on which to
install SUSE LINUX.

You may select later
which part of the disk is
used for SUSE LINLX.

The Custom Partitioning
option for experts allows
full control over
paritioning the hard
disks and assigning
partitions to mount paints
when installing SUSE

LINUK. —Hard Disk

@ 1. 1 5C5l, 589 0GB /dew/sda, VMware,-VMware Virtual 5

Custom Partitioning (for expers)

Back | Abort
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The next screen is called “Preparing Hard Disk: Step 2.” On this screen also,
there is only one box. It is called “Installing on:.” If you see a button that says “Use

entire hard disk, click it (if not, that is ok). Then, click NEXT:

Select where on your Preparing Hard Disk -- Step 2
hard disk to install SLISE
LINUX.

You can either use the
entire hard disk orone
ormaore of the paritions
orfree regions shown.

Motice: If you select a
region that is not shown
as free, you might loose
existing data on your
hard disk. This could also
affect other operating
systems.

The marked regions will ~Installing on:
be deleted. All data
there will be lost. There 1.5C5l, 5.8 GB, /dew/sda, VMware,-VMware Virtual 5
will be no way to recover
this data.

There are no paritions on this disk yet.
The entire disk will be used for SUSE Linux 10.1.

| Back | | Abort
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Then, we come back to the “Installation Settings” screen where the installer

thinks for a few minutes. When this process finishes, click ACCEPT:

& Language 1
& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

¥ Time Zone

Frapamation [ Installation Settings

Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.

& Desktop Selection [ Ovenview |Expert &
Installation S
: q
=P Installation Summary Emit i
® Perform Installation * Create swap partition /dev/sdal (345.1 MB)

* Create root parition /dev/sda2 (3.0 GB) with reiserfs

Configuration * Create partition /dev/sda3 (2.6 GB) for fhome with reiserfs

e Hostname

& Root Password software

e Metwork

® Online Update * Standard Systerm with KDE (1.9 GE total)
e Users

e Clean Up Language

X i * Primary Language: Enalish {US)

e Hardware Configuration

Show Release Notes |

| Hel_p | .Q_a_ck I Abo:r.t | Accept |
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The Installation program asks you if you want to start installing the system to the

hard drive. If you are sure you want to do this, click INSTALL.:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

& Time Zone

« Desktop Selection Overview | Expert |

=P nstallation Sumn
& Perform Installatic

E"‘J Installation Settings

Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.

Confirm Installation

Configuration

& Hostname
Root Password
MNetwork

All infarmation required for the base installation is now complete.

L]
" If you continue now, paritions on your hard disk will be formatted (erasing any existing data in
& Online Update those partitions) according to the installation settings in the previous dialogs.

& Users

e Clean Up Go back and check the seitings if you are unsure.

& Release Notes

& Hardware Config

| instan i

Show Release N

| Change... = |

| Help ! Back ! Abort i [ﬂccept
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Your system then formats your hard drive. Shortly after this, the installer begins

installing the Linux operating system to the hard drive:

Preparation T
Package Installation
 Language E%J 9
& License Agreement
' Systern Analysis —_—
s | Slide Show | Details
& Desktop Selection
| Remaining:
Installation = 1.86 GB
« Installation Summary Welcome to SUSE Linux!
Perform Installation
- Whether you use your computer to communicate
Configuration with friends, relatives, or colleagues, manage and
e rate enjoy your pictures and music, browse the
» o nt Pasawar Internet for the |atest news or information, write a
report or budget, or host a personal Web site or
® Network home netwark, you'll find everything you need in
® Online Update SUSE Linux 10.1.
e Users
e Clean Up
® Release Notes
e Hardware Configuration b Fl
b 4
Next CD: SUSE Linux 10,1 CD 2
| Help | | aport |

Grab your favorite drink and go play some solitaire or something. This step takes
quite a while. If you are using CDs, don't go too far. During the installation, you
will be asked to insert different CDs throughout this process. If you are using a
DVD to install SUSE Linux, you can probably go do something for 30 or 45
minutes. Whether you are installing with CDs or with the DVD, this step takes

awhile either way.

Your computer may reboot itself during this installation process. Just let it do its

thing, and all will be well.
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After all of the files are copied, the next screen you see is called "Hostname and
Domain Name." You do not need to worry about what any of this is. In most cases,

you can leave everything as it is and do what's easy, click NEXT:

Preparation Hosiname and Domain Name

Language

Licenss Agreement
Syslem Analysis
Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

v
v
v
v

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

= Hesinams

® Root Password
Metwiark
Online Update

L]

L]

& |sars

. —Heelname and Domain MName

’ ‘
L]

Clean Up i
Raleass Noksa Hestname Domain Name

Hardware Configuration | linuz-4nan |sitle

|| Change Hostname via DHGP |

Halp | Abort

41



You are taken to the next screen, called "Password for the System Administrator
'root’." The root user is the only user that can make system changes, such as
installing software. It is the account of the system administrator. You will need to
come up with a really good password here, and then keep it hidden away in a safe

place so that no one can find it.

If someone does find it, they may be able to log into your system as the root user.
They can then do whatever they want to your computer. We don't want that to

happen. To avoid such problems, keep this password hidden and safe.
We will talk more about users in a later chapter.

Go ahead and pick a password for your root user. Enter that password here in the
top box, and then again in the bottom box, for verification. When you are ready,
click NEXT:

Preparation ﬁ Password for the S'y'shmAdmlnisdrabr "roof”
 Language =i

& Licenss Agreement
¥ Syslem Analysis
¥ TimsZone

& Desldop Selection

Installation
« Insillation Summary
& Perborm Installation

Configuration
' Hostname Do not forget what you enter hera.
wfp Fool Password
®  Network

Online Updake Password tor roo Ussr

L]

9 Usars

o Clean Up
® FRoleass Moks

® Hardware Configuration

Experl Cplions...

Halp Eack Abori Mex |
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You may see a little box appear warning you about the password you have

selected. If you wish to change it, you may do so. If not, click YES:

Preparation

Language

Syslem Analysis
Time Zons
&' Desldop Selection

v
' Licsnss Agreement
v
v

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

¥ Hestnamea

= Foot Passward
8 Metwork

& Online Updake
& |sars

& Clean Up

@ Releass Moks
L]

Hardware Configuration
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£t. Password for the Sysiem Administrator “root”

Do not fonget whai you enter here.

Pas=word for roof Ussr

You hawe used only lowercase leters for the password.
Thiz iz nol a good sscurity practice. Really uss thiz password ? |

|- Exparl Cptions... |

Back | [ imsort |
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You are then taken to the "Network Configuration" screen. Just like with most

other screens in the installation process, you can just click NEXT:

Preparation @ Network Configuration
& Llanguage -

 Licenss Agreement

¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

{

\,‘ Skip Configurafion
&' Desldop Selection =

.:!'- Lza Following Configuration

Installation
& Insallation Summary - —
& Ferkorm Installation Network Mode i“A_|
Configuration * Traditional Method withoul the NetworkManager Applet (Enable Metworkianager)
¥ Hestnamea
¥ Acot Password Firewall
=, X rk Firewall iz anabled
= SRR SSH par s blocked
& Usars
R e Network Inferfaces :
® FRelsass Moks |
# Hardware Conliguraiion * AMD PCnel - Fasl 7T9CE71
Gonfigured with DHGP
DSL Conneclions
* Mol detecied.
ISDN Adaplers
* Mol detected.
Modems
* Mot detected. _"|
=
! Changs... * |
| Help | | Back | | Apop |
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The installer saves your network configuration. It then takes you to the next
screen, called "Test Internet Connection." This step will make sure you have a
working Internet connection. If you are connected to the Internet, you might as well
verify that the connection is working. If you don't want to do this or do not have an
Internet connection, you can skip the test. If you wish to skip the test, select “No,
Skip This Test,” and click the NEXT button. It will take you to the “User

Authentication Method” screen, further below.
That all said, I would like to show you what the test looks like.

Make sure the "Yes, Test Connection to the Internet" radio button is selected.

Then we are going to select NEXT:

P ti T i
e @4 Tesiinfernel Conneclion
¥ Language =, =4
& License Agresmeani
' Sysem Analysis
& Time Zone
& Deddop Ssleciion
Installation
& Inshllation Summary
' Periorm |nstallation Tovalidate your Internel access,
activale the sl procedurs.
Configuration
& Hesinama .
¥ Hird Passwinircd The following sieps will be performed:
=P Network
= EAIRREE - Download latest releass nokes
@ L=ars
® Ciean Up - Check for lakest updake
® FRelsase Noks
® Hardwara Configurafion
—Salact:
Y¥eg, Tesl Conneclion 1o the Internel
=" wia ‘sth-id-00:0c:29:d2:c0 b’
Change Device
Mo, Skip This Tesi
Help Back | Abort
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You are taken to the next screen, called "Running Internet Connection Test." In
the middle of this screen, there is a TEST STATUS box. In this box, there is a
RESULT box. After the test has completed, this box will either tell you that the test
was successful, or that it was not successful. Our test passed, so we are going to
click NEXT:

Preparation

{4y Running Inernel Connection Test

Language

v
' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
-Tes1 Shtus

¥ Hestnamea

¥ Root Password
wfp Metwark J  Downlcading the lakel releass noks...
& Online Updake
& Usars

& Clean Up

® FRelsass Moks

Resuli: Success

® Hardware Configurafion

View Logs...

Help | | pack | Nexi |
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The next screen is called "Online Update Configuration." This is where we tell
the system that we want to make sure we get security patches when they are
available. We are going to select the "Configure Now (Recommended)" option.

Click NEXT:

Preparation - =
Online Update Configuration
¥ language Q_f i 9

' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
¥ Hestnamea

¥ Root Password
V' Metwark

=P Online Updak
& |sars

| Gonfigure Later

®) Configure Mow (Fecommendad)
Clean Up

[ ]
® Ralsass Noks Includs for Conveniance
[ ]

Hardware Configuration s i
|| Hardware Profila

|¥| Oplional Imormation
] Regisirafion Code

Dehils...

Halp Back
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The system checks for available update servers. If such a server is found, it will

be added to the configuration. Click OK:

Preparation @ Online Update Configuralion
Languags e, 4

v

' Licanss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

v

Tima Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insiallation

Configuration

¥ Hestnams

¥ Root Password

¥ MNetwark

= Online Updak

& Users Online Update Configuration

& Clean Up

# FAslsass Noks Your configuration was successful.

A el o Lo in An update server has been added to your configuration.
’ i
i ol || Details..
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You will then be asked if you want to run an online update. Select “Run Update”

and click NEXT:

Preparafion @ Online Update

Language

License Agreement
System Analysis
Time Zone

¥ Deskiop Selection

v
v
v
"

Installation
# Installation Summary
# Perform Installation

Configuralion

¥ Hostname

¥ Root Password
¥ Network

= Cnline Update
® Lsers

® Clean Up

® FRelease Notes

® Hardware Configuration

Run Online Update now?
(@) Run Update
Skip Update

Help Back Next ||
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You are taken to the update screen. Once you get here, just click ACCEPT:

File Package Patch Extras Help

Filter: |§Patches Avail. Ver

Category
[i ommand injection into foomatic-filte security

Dg Local privilege escalation in Cron. security
[}E NetworkManager security update security
I:‘ An integer overflow has been fixed. security
I:‘ bufier overflow in avahi security
I:‘ Code execution via stylesheet attributes in Opera. security
I:‘ dia security update security
I:‘ dovecot security update security
I:‘ Fix Heap Overflows security
I:‘ mysql security update security
D pdns security update security
I:‘ SUN Java packages prior 1.5.0 update 7 allow DOS. security
[}E Add support for all IDE major numbers recommended
[m? BASH can do a segmentation fault recommended
4

Patch Description

| | (D]

Description 11 hnical Data | Dependenci Versions ‘ File List ||< I»

foomatic-filters - Filter Scripts Used by Printer Spoclers

Filter scripts used by the printer spoolers to convert the incoming PostScript data
into the printer's native format using a printer and driver-specific, but
spooler-independent PPD file.

Estimated Download Size: [08

Authors:
‘Name | Disk Usage | | Lisga | CieE ‘Toial ‘ # Till Kamppeter <till. kamppeter@gmx.net=
# Grant Taylor =gtaylon@linuxprinting.or
! B 10%9622ME BAGE 92GB Vit B inuApnntng. of >

home [ 0% 321MB 13.7GB 12.7 GB

[ Check ]DAgtucheck Cancel Accept
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You system then retrieves the available patches and installs them. When it is

finished, just click NEXT:

Frspacahin # User Authenticafion Method
¥ Languags )

¥ Licenss Agreement
¥ Syslem Analysis
« Tims Zone

Desldop Salection

Installation
« Insallation Summary
& Perlorm Installation

Configuration
¥ Heosiname
¥ Foot Password
¥ Metwork

+ Onlins Updake
wp Users —Authenlicalion Method

@ Clean Up

'. Local |feic/passwd )
® FRelsass Noks =

I_J LDAP
® Hardwars Configuration =T
Il NS

Windows Domain

| Hep | | Eack |
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This next screen that you see is called "New Local User." This is where you will
add your own user account. For normal usage, you should never log in with the root
system administrator account. It is highly recommended that you log in with your
own personal account. The personal account belongs to you. This is the account that

we are defining here. Fill out the page. Then click NEXT:

Preparation 1-( New Local User
Language =4

v
' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

¥ Hesinama Usar's Full Namea

vt RIS Soofl Morrig

V' Metwark -

¥ Onlins Updak Usarnams -
= Lsars szofl | | ESuggesiion

® Clean Up

® FRelsass Moks

® Hardware Configurafion

Recsive Syslem Mail
x Auomafic Login

Usar Managemeni

Halp Back | Mext |
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You may see a little box appear warning you about the password you have

selected. If you wish to change it, you may do so. If not, click YES:

Preparation

& Llanguage

' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
¥ Hestnamea

¥ Root Password
V' Metwark
 Onlins Updak
= Lsars

& Clean Up

@ Releass Moks

® Hardware Configurafion
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&} New Local User

Usar's Full Nama

lScoﬂ Morrig

Lzarnames

[ £l Suggesiion

You hawe used only lowercase leters for the password.
Thiz iz nol a good sscurity practice. Really uss thiz password ?

|| Recsive Syskem Mail
[xj Auomafic Login

| Usar Managemeni




You are taken to another screen, called "Writing the system configuration." You
don't need to do anything here. Just watch as it goes through, updating the system
configuration for each thing. When it is finished, it will go to the next screen, called

"Release Notes" appears. Again, click NEXT:

P ti -
e #  Release Noles

& Llanguage ¥

' Licsnss Agreement

¥ Syskem Anmalysis

3 HCES | SUSE Linux I

&' Desldop Selection

SUSE Linux 10.1 Release Notes -

& Insiallation Summary

& Perlorm Insallation Gopyrighi @ 2008 Naovell, Inc.
Configuration These relsase noks cover the tollowing arsas:
¥ Hestnamea
W Root Password * General: Inlormation thal everybody should read.
¥ Netwark * Update: Changes thal are not menfioned in the StartUp Manual, Chapier 2.
X * Inshllation: Additional perineni information for insillation.
Vi SRR * Technical: This section confins a number of schnical changes and enhancemants for the exparienced usar.
V' Usars
« Glean Up In the StarkUp Manual, find inlormation aboui installation and basic syslem configuration. In the Relerence Guide, the syskem
=P Asleass MNoks configuration is explained in detail. Additionally, the most imporani applications are described in the Applications Manual.

# Hardware Configurafion

General

New Regisiralion Procedure and Funclionalify

The new regisiralion procedure halps cusiomers 1o manage their syslems with Movells infrasiruciure. Once regisiered, packages
and pakh sources suitable for the curreni syslem are automalically detecied and made available o ihe package managemeni
sysiem (zmd). Regisier as part of tha inskllation procedure, using the YaST module, ar with he suse_register command.

The regisiralion procedure imnskers zmd's unique device idenfifier o Movell's regisiralion Web sarvice. To delermine the
appropriake packages and package sources, informalion aboul the hardware archileciure, operafing syslem, and version is also

sant. Tha currant fime 2one is fransmitied then ussd 1o select a sounce mirror sile in your arsa.

To provide maximum flexibility, Movell's Web sarvice asks for required parameders depending on the needs of the regisiration

procedure. The tollowing local commands may be run o determine the nesded intormation: &
—
* hinsinE [
| Help | | pack | | Mewt |
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The final step is that the system detects some of the hardware in your computer.
The hardware that it is detecting are things like your graphics card, any printers that
you have connected to the computer, your sound, TV cards, and bluetooth devices.
Again, for the most part, you don't need to worry about changing anything on this

screen. Most of the time, you will just be able to click NEXT:

iR —. Hardware Configuration

v Llanguage =

v License Agreement

v System Analysis 3 .

¢ Tima Zona Skip Configuration

v Desktop Selection ®) Use Following Configuration

Installation

v Installation Summary Graphics Cards

g Fationmdn=lallalion + Graphics card: NVidia GeForce4 MX 4000

Configuration + Monitor: DELL P1130 (181 Inches. Aspect 5 4) - (1600x1200)
e + Colordepth: 24 Bit (16.7 Mio. Colors)

¥ HootPasaward + Testthe Configuration

g Hework Printers

¥ Online Update

v Users + Listening to CUPS servers to provide access to remote queues
¥ Clean Up + Port for listening to remote CUPS servers is closed by firewall
v Release Notes

=» Hardware Configuration Sound

+ VT82C686 ACS7 Audio Controller
Configured as snd-card-0

TV Cards

+ Not detected.

Bluetooth

+ Disabled

Change... ~

Help Back | Next |
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After a moment, you get to the final screen of the installation, called "Installation

Completed." On this screen, click FINISH:

Fiep aralson () Installation Completed
Languags —

v
' Licenss Agreement
¥ Syskem Analysis

& Time Zone

' Deskicp Sslection

Installation
% i 1
« Insiallaiion Summary Eome Rt

& Perborm Insiallaion | The instllafion of on your machine is complede. Afier clicking Finish, you can log in 1o the syslem.

Sl LTt WVisit us at hip:weeew. nowvell.com/linus’.
' Heostnames
&Aool Password Have a lof of fun!

o Metwork Your SUSE Developmeni Team
& Online Updak
o Users
 Clean Up

' Relsass Noks
-

Hardware Configuration

| Glone This Sysiem for Aulboyast

Help | Back
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After a few moments, you may see some text scrolling up the screen. This is
followed by a blue screen with the icon of a lizard. This has a ball rotating around it.

A few seconds later, you are logged into your desktop:

SUSE Linux 10.1

Regi Now to A Your Free Installation Support

For full access to the SUSE Linux installation support, register now. The portal
provides you access to your free installation support, important information, and
access to additional services that suppert your copy of SUSE Linux. Your
support registration code can be found on your CD cover.

Keep Your System Up-to-Date
Update your system regularly with performing an online update. It's easy!

Get Your Free Novell Linux Newsletier!

The openSUSE project is sponsored by Novell, which offers a suite of fully
supported Linux solutions targeted for business users. The monthly Novell Linux
Newsletter provides you with the latest tips and tricks for SUSE Linux plus
comprehensive news and information about other Novell offerings. Subscribe

today!

Printer

Enjoy SUSE Linux!

@ {:B ﬂl '9 m ’!]ouamion-suse Hardwars Teol : @ a ﬂlﬂ Q 11:38 pm

e
There will be a screen open when you log in. It will have a section called "Get
Your Free Novell Linux Newsletter!" I recommend signing up for the newsletters
relating to Linux. They contain insider tips and tricks written by other Linux users.
This is high-quality information, and is totally free. There is a link in the window on

your screen that takes you to Novell's website.

In the page that comes up, find the "Cool Solutions" section. Click on the
subscription link. I highly suggest signing up for this. These newsletters give you
tips, tricks, and other great content that will teach you how to better use your new

SUSE Linux operating system.

57



Once you have signed up for these newsletters, you can close all open windows
on your desktop. You can skip the next section below, called "Sharing the computer
between Linux and Windows" Go to the section called "Introduction to Users and

Groups."

Sharing the computer between Linux and Windows

As with the previous section where we were installing Linux by itself on a
computer, for most of the screens where it gives you options, the default choices are
usually fine. I want to let you in on a secret. During the installation, you will be
taken through a series of screens. The secret is that for most of the screens where it
gives you options, the default choices are usually fine. This means that if you are on
a screen where you don't know what to do, you can probably just click NEXT

without changing a thing.

While this is true in many cases, it isn't always that easy. Don't worry, though.

With the walk-through that we will do here, we will make the installation very easy.

When doing the installation, you can use either a set of CDs or the DVD. The
process should be mostly the same for either one. The obvious difference is that
with the CDs you will just provide the appropriate CD when the installation asks you

for it. With the DVD, everything is on one disc, so you won't need to change discs.

Before getting started, I would suggest that you defragment your hard drive in
Windows. This may make it a little safer to put Linux on the drive with Windows.
Defragmenting simply moves all the Windows data to one part of the drive, freeing
space for the Linux installation. If you do not do this, the Windows data may be
scattered over too broad an area on the hard drive, and you may not be able to install

Linux.

If you are not familiar with how to defragment your hard drive in Windows, I

would ask someone you know to help you with this.
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Also, this has the potential to render your computer unbootable in either
Windows or Linux. While that is extremely unlikely, I want to make you aware that
it is a possibility. I have never had this happen to me. However, I would suggest
that you back up all important data from Windows before you get started with the

process outlined below.

Beginning the Installation

Let's get started. If you are using CDs, put disc 1 into your CD-ROM. If you are
using the DVD, insert that disc now.

Power up your computer.

A blue screen will appear after a few moments, with a menu. Select the
INSTALLATION option (by pressing the down arrow), and press ENTER:

(@): SUSE Linux 10.1

Boot from Hard Disk

Installation

Installation--ACPI Disahled
Installation--Local APIC Disabled
Installation--Safe Settings
Rescue Sustem

Hemory Test

Boot Options

Help Language Other Options
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You will see a progress bar for a few seconds that says “Loading Linux kernel”,
after which the screen will go black. After a moment, another blue screen will

appear, similar to this:

This screen may remain for several minutes while the Installation system is

loading.
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After a few minutes, you will see the LANGUAGE screen appear. This is the

first step of the installation. From this screen, select your preferred language, and
click NEXT:

Preparation
=panguage % Language
e License Agreement
@ Systemn Analysis

e Time Zone

@ Desktop Selection

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration
& Hostname 5
@ Root Password Deutsch

® Network English (UK,
® Online Update glish (U5}
& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes
& Hardware Configuration

| Back | Abort Next
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You are taken to a screen that suggests you do a media check. If you wish to do

this, click START CHECK. When you are ready, click NEXT:

Media Check -] (== Media Check

When you have a
prablem with
installation and are
using a €0 or DVD :
installation medium, QE_J or DVD D_”"’e o . o
you should check | VMware Virtual IDE CDROM Drive (/dew/hdc) |w|
whether the medium '
could be broken.

Itis recommended to check all installation media to avoid installation problerms.

Status Information

Selecta drive, inserta
medium into the
drive, and press Start
Check to perorm the
check The check can
take several minutes
depending on speed
of the drive and size of |
the medium. The
check verifies the MD5
checksum.

Ifthe check of the
medium fails, you
should not continue
the installation. It may
fail or you may lose
your data. You should
replace the broken
medium.

After the check you
can insertthe next
medium and start the
procedure again. The
order of the media is
irrelevant. ! Start Check

Back | Abort

62



The next screen you see is a license agreement. Make the appropriate selection at

the bottom of this screen. Then, click NEXT:

Preparation = =
T ;ﬁ License Agreement
= license Agreement
& Systermn Analysis
e Time Zone
@ Desktop Selection
Installation ¢ =
® Installation Summary SUSELINUX 055 10.1 =
S S Novell Software License Agreement
Configuration PLEASE READ THIS AGREEMENT CAREFLILLY. BY DOWNLOADING, INSTALLING OR
® Hosthame | OTHERWISE USING THE SOFTWARE {INCLUDING ITS COMPONENTS), YOU AGREE TO
® Root Password THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT. IF ¥OU DO NOT AGREE WITH THESE TERMS, DO
_ NOT DOWNLOAD, INSTALL OR USE THE SOFTWARE AND, IF APPLICABLE, RETURN
L LI | THE ENTIRE UNUSED PACKAGE TO THE RESELLER WITH YOUR RECEIPT FOR A
@ Online Update REFUND. EXCEFT AS EXPRESSLY PERMITTED IN THIS AGREEMENT, THE SOFTWARE
& Users MAY NOT BE FURTHER DISTRIEUTED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEM AUTHORIZATION
& Clean Up FROM NOWELL.
& Release Notes
& Hardware Configuration The Software is a modular operating system. Most of the components
are open source packages, developed independently, and accompanied by
separate license terms; the Software as a whole is a collective wark
of Nowell. Yourlicense rights with respect to individual components
accompanied by separate license terms are defined by those terms;
nothing in this Agreement {including, for example, the "Other License
| Terms and Restrictions," below) shall restrict, limit, or otherwise
affect any rights or obligations You may have, or conditions to which i
You may be subject, under such license terms. e
=
(@ Yes, | Agree to the License Agreement
| Mo, | Do Mot Agree
Help | | Back | | Abort
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The Installation program will probe several of the parts of your computer. It will
stop on a screen entitled "Installation Mode". Select the "New Installation" option.
Click NEXT:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
= System Analysis

e Time Zone

@ Desktop Selection

g’;‘ Installation Mode

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration

& Hostname

@ Root Password

o MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

—Installation Mode
(@ Mew [nstallation

Help | | Back | | Abart
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On the next screen, select your region and time zone. In the drop-down called

“Hardware Clock set to,” pick “Local Time.” Then, click NEXT:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis
=pTime Zone

@ Desktop Selection

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration
& Hostname
@ Root Password

e MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

Help |
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@ Clock and Time Zone
ol

Region Time Zone
Europe Alaska
Aleutian
Canada Arizona
Central and South America Central
Russia Eastern
Asia East Indiana
Australia Hawaii
Africa Indiana Starke
Pacific Michigan
Global
Etc Pacific

Samoa

Hardware Clock 5etTo

{LocaITime !v|

Time and Date

|23;44:32-23-05-2005 Change... |

| Abort |




You are taken to a screen where you will select your desktop.

we are going to select KDE. Click NEXT:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

& Time Zone

= Desktop Selection

Installation
e [nstallation Summary
e Perform Installation

Configuration
& Hostname
@ Root Password

e MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

i Help

66

For our purposes,

L] Desktop Selection

) GNOME

GNOME is a powerful and intuitive desktop
environment that uses Evolution as its mailer,
Firefox as its browser, and Nautilus as its

file manager.

(@ KDE

KDEis a powerful and intuitive desktop
environment that uses Kontact as its mailer

and Kongueror as its browser and file manager.

(| Other

L}

~ Back | | Abart




The next screen, called "Installation Settings," will take a few seconds to load.
When it does, you will see three sections: Partitioning, Software, and Language. In
the Partitioning section, you can see that it has recognized the Windows partition. It
will probably propose to shrink the partition so as to fit SUSE Linux on the same
drive. In most cases, it is safe to click ACCEPT here without changing anything.

Remember, however, that you are modifying your Windows installation. If your
system is rendered useless by this operation, please do not attempt to hold me
responsible. It is very unlikely that anything will go wrong here. In almost every

case that I have performed this operation, it has been a success.

That all said, we'll click ACCEPT:

HUL L [ Installation Settings
¥ Language T
¥ License Agreement
¥ System Analysis Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.
¥ Time Zone P
Qverview
¥ Desktop Selection ‘ s
Installation Partitioning

=» Installation Summary

¢ shrink Windows partition /dev/hdal to 7.6 GB
e Perform Installation

¢ Create extended partition /dev/hda2 (11.4 GB)

Configuration ¢ Create swap partition jdev/hda5 (1.1 GB)

* Hostname + Create root partition /dev/hdab (4.3 GB) with reiserfs

e Root Password + Create partition /dev/hda7 (5.9 GB) for fhome with reiserfs
* Network

= Online Update Software

¢ Users + Standard System with KDE (2.1 GB total)

® CleanUp

® Release Notes Language

e Hardware Configuration

* Primary Language: English (US)

Show Release Notes

Change... ~

Help Back Abort _ Accept |
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The Installation program asks you if you want to start installing the system to the

hard drive. If you are sure you want to do this, click INSTALL.:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

& Time Zone

« Desktop Selection [ Cverview | Exbéﬁ i

=P nstallation Sumn
& Perform Installatic

E Installation Settings

Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.

Confirm Installation
Configuration
& Hostname

® Root Password All information required for the base installation is now complete.

& Network If you continue now, partitions on your hard disk will be formatted (erasing any existing data in
& Online Update those partitions) according to the installation settings in the previous dialogs.

@& Users

& Clean Up Go back and check the seitings if you are unsure.

& Release Notes
& Hardware Config

Install |

Show Release Nt

Change... =

_- Help | Back  Abort _- Accept

Everything should go smoothly. Once in a great while, however, things hit a
snag. In cases where this operation was not a success, the SUSE Linux installer
basically says, “There was a problem, and I cannot resize the Windows partition.”
This is OK because it has not modified the hard drive a single bit. You can simply
take the CD out of the drive and restart the computer, and you will be able to get
right back into Windows.

If this error should present itself, you will still need to resize your Windows
partition. This can easily be done with a great program called Partition Magic.
Usage of Partition Magic is outside the scope of this book. You can probably call
technical support for the program, however, and get help using it. Alternatively, if

you have a resident computer geek nearby, that person would come in handy should
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you need to use Partition Magic to resize your Windows drive. Just be sure to tell
them that you need at least 5 Gigabytes free for your Linux installation. If you do

end up using Partition Magic to resize your drive, you can restart the SUSE Linux

installation without any problem.

This time, it will not say that it needs to resize the Windows partition, but instead

it may say “Set mount point of /dev/hdal to /windows/C” or something very similar:

P aion [ Installation Settings

¥ Language
¥ License Agreement
¥ System Analysis Click any headline to make changes or use the "Change..." menu below.
v Time Zone
Overview | Expert
v Desktop Selection b
Installation Partitioning

=» Installation Summary
® Perform Installation

)

* Format partition /dev/hda6 (4.3 GB) for / with reiserfs

perfs
Configuration

® Hostname

e Root Password * Set mount point of /dev/sdal to /windows/D
e Network

e Online Update Sofiviare

s Users + Standard System with KDE (2.1 GB total)

e CleanUp

s Release Notes Language

.

fardiiare tentiquiesan * Primary Language: English (US)

| Show Release Notes

Change. . -

I Help Back Abort | Accept
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If you have no problems at this stage of the installation, your system will create

some partitions to install Linux onto, and format them. Shortly after this, the

installer begins installing the Linux operating system to the hard drive:

Preparation

& Language

& License Agreement
& Systern Analysis

& Time Zone

« Desktop Selection

Installation
& Installation Summary
= Perform Installation

Configuration

& Hostname

@ Root Password

e MNetwork

& Online Update

& Users

& Clean Up

& Release Notes

& Hardware Configuration

| Help

Grab your favorite drink and go play some solitaire or something.

E;'I,' Package Installation

| Slide Show Details |

Welcome to SUSE Linux!

Whether you use your computer to communicate
with friends, relatives, or colleagues, manage and
enjoy your pictures and music, browse the
Internet far the latest news ar information, write a
report or budget, or host a personal Web site or
home network, you'll find everything you need in
SUSE Linux 10.1.

Mext C0: SUSELinux 10.1 CD 2

| Remaining:

1.86 GB

| Abort |

This step takes

quite a while. If you are using CDs, don't go too far. During the installation, you

will be asked to insert different CDs throughout this process. If you are using a

DVD to install SUSE Linux, you can probably go do something for 30 or 45

minutes. Whether you are installing with CDs or with the DVD, this step takes

awhile either way.

Your computer may reboot itself during this installation process. Just let it do its

thing, and all will be well.
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After all of the files are copied, the next screen you see is called "Hostname and
Domain Name." You do not need to worry about what any of this is. In most cases,

you can leave everything as it is and click NEXT:

Preparation Hosiname and Domain Name
& Llanguage

' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

= Hesinams

® Root Password
Metwiark
Online Update

L]

L]

& |sars

. —Heslname and Comain MNames —
L]

L]

Clean Up i
Hesiname Lomain Mamea

Aelsass Moks
Hardware Configuration | linuz-4nan |sitle |

¥/ Change Hostname via DHGP |

Halp Abort

You are taken to the next screen, called "Password for the System Administrator
'root'." The root user is the only user that can make system changes, such as
installing software. It is the account of the system administrator. You will need to
come up with a really good password here, and then keep it hidden away in a safe

place so that no one can find it.

If someone does find it, they may be able to log into your system as the root user.
They can then do whatever they want to your computer. We don't want that to

happen. To avoid such problems, keep this password hidden and safe.

We will talk more about users in a later chapter.
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Go ahead and pick a password for your root user. Enter that password here in the
top box, and then again in the bottom box, for verification. When you are ready,
click NEXT:

Preparation ﬂ Password for the SysbmAdrnlniedrabr "roof”
Language mE

v
' Licenss Agreement
o Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zone

& Dedldop Salection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insallation

Configuration
¥ Hesinama Lo not forge whal you enter here,
= Root Password
& MNetwork

Online Lpdake E.‘ass\mrd or rocl Ussr

L]

& Usars

& Clean Up
® Relsass Moks
L]

Hardware Configuration

Ezxparl Cptions...

Help | | Back | Abor | Mexi |
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You may see a little box appear warning you about the password you have

selected. If you wish to change it, you may do so. If not, click YES:

Preparation

Language

Syslem Analysis
Time Zons
&' Desldop Selection

v
' Licsnss Agreement
v
v

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

¥ Hestnamea

= Foot Passward
8 Metwork

& Online Updake
& |sars

& Clean Up

@ Releass Moks
L]

Hardware Configuration

73

£t. Password for the Sysiem Administrator “root”

Do not fonget whai you enter here.

Pas=word for roof Ussr

You hawe used only lowercase leters for the password.
Thiz iz nol a good sscurity practice. Really uss thiz password ? |

|- Exparl Cptions... |

Back | [ imsort |

| b |



You are then taken to the "Network Configuration" screen. Just like with most

other screens in the installation process, you can just click NEXT:

m

reparation
Language

Licensa Agreemeni
Syslem Analysis
Time Zona

Dieeldop Saleciion

L e L L8

Installation
& Instllation Summary
+ Periorm Instllation

Configuration
Hosiname
Fioot Password
Network
Cnline Updale
Usgars

Clean Up
Felzase Noks

LI BB B B S 3

Hardware Configurafion

i Help |
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@ Network Configuration

() Ship Gonfiguratian

. Lgs Following Configuration

| Network Mode
* Tradifional Method without the MetworkManager Applel (Enable Metworkfdanager)
| Eirewall

Firewall is enabled
S5H porl is blocked

| Network Inlerfaces

* AMD PCnel - Fasi 790971
Configured with DHCP

| DSL Conneclions

* Mol detecied.

| ISDN Adaplers

* Mot detected.
| Modems
* Mot detected [«]
|||
Change... =
| Bk | | Abor |




il @/ Test infernel Connection

 Languags b

¥ Licenzs Agresment

« Syslem Analysis

« Tims Zone

' Desldop Salection

Installation

« Insillation Summary

« Ferlorm Installation T validate your Internsf access,
aciivaike the sl procedurs.

Configuration

¥ Hestname

D R The following steps will be performed:

wp Metwork

@ Online Update - Download lajest relsass noks

& LUsars

& GlsanUp - Gheck for lakest updales

® FRelesass Noks

@ Hardwars Configurafion

The installer saves your network configuration. It then takes you to the next
screen, called "Test Internet Connection." This step will make sure you have a
working Internet connection. If you are connected to the Internet, you might as well
verify that the connection is working. If you don't want to do this or do not have an
Internet connection, you can skip the test. If you wish to skip the test, select “No,
Skip This Test,” and click the NEXT button. It will take you to the “User

Authentication Method” screen, further below.
That all said, I would like to show you what the test looks like.

Make sure the "Yes, Test Connection to the Internet" radio button is selected.

Then we are going to select NEXT:

—Salect:

Yes, Test Conneclion o the Inferned
~ via ‘sth-id-00:0c:20:d2:cobe’

Change Device

Mo, Skip This Test

Help Back | Abort
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You are taken to the next screen, called "Running Internet Connection Test." In
the middle of this screen, there is a TEST STATUS box. In this box, there is a
RESULT box. After the test has completed, this box will either tell you that the test
was successful, or that it was not successful. Our test passed, so we are going to
click NEXT:

Preparation

{4y Running Inernel Connection Test

Language

v
' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
-Tes1 Shtus

¥ Hestnamea

¥ Root Password
wfp Metwark J  Downlcading the lakel releass noks...
& Online Updake
& Usars

& Clean Up

® FRelsass Moks

Resuli: Success

® Hardware Configurafion

View Logs...

Help | | pack | Nexi |
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The next screen is called "Online Update Configuration." This is where we tell
the system that we want to make sure we get security patches when they are
available. We are going to select the "Configure Now (Recommended)" option.

Click NEXT:

Preparation - =
Online Update Configuration
¥ language Q_f i 9

' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
¥ Hestnamea

¥ Root Password
V' Metwark

=P Online Updak
& |sars

| Gonfigure Later

®) Configure Mow (Fecommendad)
Clean Up

[ ]
® Ralsass Noks Includs for Conveniance
[ ]

Hardware Configuration s i
|| Hardware Profila

|¥| Oplional Imormation
] Regisirafion Code

Dehils...

Halp Back
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The system checks for available update servers. If such a server is found, it will

be added to the configuration. Click OK:

Preparation @ Online Update Configuralion
Languags e, 4

v

' Licanss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

v

Tima Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insiallation

Configuration

¥ Hestnams

¥ Root Password

¥ MNetwark

= Online Updak

& Users Online Update Configuration

& Clean Up

# FAslsass Noks Your configuration was successful.

A el o Lo in An update server has been added to your configuration.
’ i
i ol || Details..
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You will then be asked if you want to run an online update. Select “Run Update”

and click NEXT:

Preparafion @ Online Update

Language

License Agreement
System Analysis
Time Zone

¥ Deskiop Selection

v
v
v
"

Installation
# Installation Summary
# Perform Installation

Configuralion

¥ Hostname

¥ Root Password
¥ Network

= Cnline Update
® Lsers

® Clean Up

® FRelease Notes

® Hardware Configuration

Run Online Update now?
(@) Run Update
Skip Update

Help Back Next ||
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You are taken to the update screen. Once you get here, just click ACCEPT:

File Package Patch Extras Help

Filter: |§Patches Avail. Ver

Category
[i ommand injection into foomatic-filte security

Dg Local privilege escalation in Cron. security
[}E NetworkManager security update security
I:‘ An integer overflow has been fixed. security
I:‘ bufier overflow in avahi security
I:‘ Code execution via stylesheet attributes in Opera. security
I:‘ dia security update security
I:‘ dovecot security update security
I:‘ Fix Heap Overflows security
I:‘ mysql security update security
D pdns security update security
I:‘ SUN Java packages prior 1.5.0 update 7 allow DOS. security
[}E Add support for all IDE major numbers recommended
[m? BASH can do a segmentation fault recommended
4

Patch Description

| | (D]

Description 11 hnical Data | Dependenci Versions ‘ File List ||< I»

foomatic-filters - Filter Scripts Used by Printer Spoclers

Filter scripts used by the printer spoolers to convert the incoming PostScript data
into the printer's native format using a printer and driver-specific, but
spooler-independent PPD file.

Estimated Download Size: [08

Authors:
‘Name | Disk Usage | | Lisga | CieE ‘Toial ‘ # Till Kamppeter <till. kamppeter@gmx.net=
# Grant Taylor =gtaylon@linuxprinting.or
! B 10%9622ME BAGE 92GB Vit B inuApnntng. of >

home [ 0% 321MB 13.7GB 12.7 GB

[ Check ]DAgtucheck Cancel Accept
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You system then retrieves the available patches and installs them. When it is
finished, just click NEXT:

GRpaetcy @ Patch Download and Installation

¥ Language

¥ License Agresment

¥  Systemn Analysis Progress Log

¥ TimeZone TSRy T = ST T T T T B e VST TR TG T T T S A T P T B TS T S O T S e T oy [3

v Deskiop Selection scaling" OK ;
Retrieving syslog-ng...OK

Installation Installing /rpm/i5BE/syslog-ng-1.6 B-20.3.1586.rpm: "new-generation syslog-daemon” OK

¥ Installation Summary Retrieving gtk-sharp2..OK

¥ Perform Installation Installing ./rpm/i586/gtk-sharp2-2.8.2-15.1.i586.rpm: "Net Language Bindings for GTK+" 0K
Retrieving cron...OK

kantiquration Installing /rpm/i5B6/cron-4 1-453.i586.rpm: "cron Daemon” Ok

L R Retrieving cdparancia... 0K

¥ Root Password Installing ./rpm/iSB6/cd parancia-lllalpha9.8-562 2.i586.rom: "A Program for Extracting, Verifying, and Fixing Audio Tracks from CDs" OK [

¥ Network Retrieving cyrus-sasl-saslauthd...OK

=» Online Update Installing /rpm/iSB6/cyrus-sasl-saslauthd-2 1 21-18 3 i586 rpm- "The SASL Authentication Server” OK

® Llsers Retrisving kdebase3-ksysguardd...OK

® CleanUp Installing ./rpm/i5B6/Mkd ebaseB-ksysguardd-3.5.1-69.15.i586.rpm: "KDE base package: ksysguard daemon” OK

® FRelease Notes Retrieving susehelp..OK

® Hardware Configuration Installing /rpmi/noarch/susehelp-2006.05.03-1.2.noarch.rpm: "SuSE Help-System (base)" OK

Retrieving dhep...CK

Installing ./rpm/iS86/dhcp-2.0.2-23.1.i586.rpm: "Commoen Files Used by ISC DHCP Scoftware” OK

Retrieving dhcp-client...OK

Installing /rpmiiSee/dhcp-client-3.0.3-23.1.i586.rpm: "ISC DHCP Client” OK

Retrieving kdebase3.. .OK

Installing ./rpm/iSBE/kd ebase3-3.5.1-89.15.i586.rpm: "The KDE Core Compeonents” CK

Retrieving dhodbd. .OK

Installing /rpm/iSB6/dhcdbd-1.12-14 2i586.rpm: "DHCP D-BUS Daemon” OK

Retrieving NetworkManager... K

Installing ./rpm/iSee/MNetworkManager-0.6.2-32.11.i586.rpm: "Network Link Manager and User Applications" OK
Installation finished. E

Patch Progress
Total Progress

D Remove Source Packages after Update

Help Back

81



The next screen is called "User Authentication Method." We are not going to

fiddle with anything on this screen. You know what to do. Click NEXT:

S s . User Authentication Method
Language ¥

v
' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration
¥ Hestnamea
¥ Acot Password

¥ Metwork
 Onlins Updak
= Lsars —Authaniication Maihod
& Gl L ;

s @) Local (fetc/passwd)
® FRelsass Moks et
® Hardware Configurafion i

NS

'_ | Windows Domain

| Help | | Back
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This next screen that you see is called "New Local User." This is where you will
add your own user account. For normal usage, you should never log in with the root
system administrator account. It is highly recommended that you log in with your
own personal account. The personal account belongs to you. This is the account that

we are defining here. Fill out the page. Then click NEXT:

Preparation 1-( New Local User
Language =4

v
' Licsnss Agreement
¥ Syskem Anmalysis

& Time Zons

&' Desldop Selection

Installation
& Insiallation Summary
& Perlorm Insillation

Configuration

¥ Hesinama Usar's Full Namea

vt RIS Soofl Morrig

V' Metwark -

¥ Onlins Updak Usarnams -
= Lsars szofl | | ESuggesiion

® Clean Up

® FRelsass Moks

® Hardware Configurafion

Recsive Syslem Mail
x Auomafic Login

Usar Managemeni

Halp Back | Mext |
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You may see a little box appear warning you about the password you have

selected. If you wish to change it, you may do so. If not, click YES:

Preparation

¥ Language

¥ Licenss Agreement
¥ Syslem Analysis

¥ Time Zone

Desldop Salection

Installation
& Insillation Summary
¥ Perlorm Installation

Configuration

¥ Hesthame

¥ Root Password

¥ MNetwark

¥ Cnline Updaie

wp Usams

® Clsan Up

® Relsass Noks

® Hardwara Configurafion
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g,} New Local User

Uszara Full Name

ISCD‘H Morriz |

Usarname

| et | | Suggestion i

You hawve usad only lowercass letiers jor the password. |
Thig is nol a good sscurity practice. Really use this password 7

[ | Recsive Syslsm Mail
[_xj Auomatic Login

| User Managemeni
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You are taken to another screen, called "Writing the system configuration." You
don't need to do anything here. Just watch as it goes through, updating the system
configuration for each thing. When it is finished, it will go to the next screen, called

"Release Notes" appears. Again, click NEXT:

P ti -
e #  Release Noles

& Llanguage ¥

' Licsnss Agreement

¥ Syskem Anmalysis

3 HCES | SUSE Linux I

&' Desldop Selection

SUSE Linux 10.1 Release Notes -

& Insiallation Summary

& Perlorm Insallation Gopyrighi @ 2008 Naovell, Inc.
Configuration These relsase noks cover the tollowing arsas:
¥ Hestnamea
W Root Password * General: Inlormation thal everybody should read.
¥ Netwark * Update: Changes thal are not menfioned in the StartUp Manual, Chapier 2.
X * Inshllation: Additional perineni information for insillation.
Vi SRR * Technical: This section confins a number of schnical changes and enhancemants for the exparienced usar.
V' Usars
« Glean Up In the StarkUp Manual, find inlormation aboui installation and basic syslem configuration. In the Relerence Guide, the syskem
=P Asleass MNoks configuration is explained in detail. Additionally, the most imporani applications are described in the Applications Manual.

# Hardware Configurafion

General

New Regisiralion Procedure and Funclionalify

The new regisiralion procedure halps cusiomers 1o manage their syslems with Movells infrasiruciure. Once regisiered, packages
and pakh sources suitable for the curreni syslem are automalically detecied and made available o ihe package managemeni
sysiem (zmd). Regisier as part of tha inskllation procedure, using the YaST module, ar with he suse_register command.

The regisiralion procedure imnskers zmd's unique device idenfifier o Movell's regisiralion Web sarvice. To delermine the
appropriake packages and package sources, informalion aboul the hardware archileciure, operafing syslem, and version is also

sant. Tha currant fime 2one is fransmitied then ussd 1o select a sounce mirror sile in your arsa.

To provide maximum flexibility, Movell's Web sarvice asks for required parameders depending on the needs of the regisiration

procedure. The tollowing local commands may be run o determine the nesded intormation: &
—
* hinsinE [
| Help | | pack | | Mewt |
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The final step is that the system detects some of the hardware in your computer.
The hardware that it is detecting are things like your graphics card, any printers that
you have connected to the computer, your sound, TV cards, and bluetooth devices.
Again, for the most part, you don't need to worry about changing anything on this

screen. Most of the time, you will just be able to click NEXT:

Preparafion ' Hardware Configuration
¥ Language R

¥ License Agreement

¥  Systemn Analysis

¥ TimeZone Skip Configuration

¥ Deskiop Selection (® Use Following Configuration
Installation

¥ Installation Summary Graphics Cards

# Perform Installation
® Graphics card: NVidia GeForced MX 4000

Eamngyeaion * Monitor. > VESA 1024X7E8@E0HZ (Aspect Unconfigured) - (1024 76€)
¥ Hostname * Colordepth: 24 Bit {16.7 Mio. Colors)

¥ Root Password * Testthe Configuration

¥ Network

¥ Online Update Printers

¥ Users

¥ Clean Up ® | istening to CUPS servers to provide access to remote queues

¥ Delense Notes & Port for listening to remote CUPS servers is closed by firswall

=p Hardware Configuration

Sound

* VTB2CEEE ACO7 Audio Controller
Configured as snd-card-0.

TV Cards

* Notdetected.

Bluetooth

* Disabled

Change... =

Help Back Next ||
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After a moment, you get to the final screen of the installation, called "Installation

Completed." On this screen, click FINISH:

Fiep aralson () Installation Completed
Languags —

v
' Licenss Agreement
¥ Syskem Analysis

& Time Zone

' Deskicp Sslection

Installation
% i 1
« Insiallaiion Summary Eome Rt

& Perborm Insiallaion | The instllafion of on your machine is complede. Afier clicking Finish, you can log in 1o the syslem.

Sl LTt WVisit us at hip:weeew. nowvell.com/linus’.
' Heostnames
&Aool Password Have a lof of fun!

o Metwork Your SUSE Developmeni Team
& Online Updak
o Users
 Clean Up

' Relsass Noks
-

Hardware Configuration

| Glone This Sysiem for Aulboyast

Help | Back
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After a minute or so, you may see some text scrolling up the screen. This is
followed by a blue screen with the icon of a lizard. This has a ball rotating around it.

A few seconds later, you are logged into your desktop:

Firefox

SUSE Linux 10.1

Daaiel
e |

Now to A Your Free Installation Support

For full access to the SUSE Linux installation support, register now. The portal
provides you access to your free installation support, important information, and
access to additional services that support your copy of SUSE Linux. Your
support registration code can be found on your CD cover.

Keep Your System Up-to-Date
Update your system regularly with performing an online update. It's easy!

Get Your Free Novell Linux Newsletier!

The openSUSE project is sponsored by Novell, which offers a suite of fully
supported Linux solutions targeted for business users. The monthly Novell Linux
Newsletter provides you with the latest tips and tricks for SUSE Linux plus
comprehensive news and information about other Novell offerings. Subscribe
today!

Rrinter

Enjoy SUSE Linux!

CEELEEE i | QR 41y TS
There will be a screen open when you log in. It will have a section called "Get
Your Free Novell Linux Newsletter!" I recommend signing up for the newsletters
relating to Linux. They contain insider tips and tricks written by other Linux users.
This is high-quality information, and is totally free. There is a link in the window on

your screen that takes you to Novell's website.

In the page that comes up, find the "Cool Solutions" section. Click on the
subscription link. I highly suggest signing up for this. These newsletters give you
tips, tricks, and other great content that will teach you how to better use your new

SUSE Linux operating system.
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Once you have signed up for these newsletters, you can close all open windows

on your desktop.

Introduction to Users and Groups

Perhaps the biggest reason that Linux is so secure is because of the way it
controls access to parts of the system. This is done through a system of users and
groups. A user is simply someone who logs into the system. Groups are just that:
groups of users. Linux can allow access to things in the system according what user
account you are logged in with. Also, it can allow groups of users access to other

things.

For example, let's say I have a file called schedul e. t xt that I keep an
employee schedule in. This file can be opened and changed only by me. This is
true because my account owns the file. Linux knows that I am the owner and gives

me access to both open and change the file.

However, I am also in a group called user s. Anyone else who is in this group
can read the file, but they cannot change it. This means that all of the other
employees can see when their schedule is, but they cannot change it. They can ask

me to change it.

In this way, Linux keeps a very close eye on who has access to what. Most users

have their own files and can manage them with ease.

Most importantly, there is one user account that has access to everything in the
system. This is your root user. We set up a password for this account when we were
installing the operating system. This user account can install programs, change
system settings, and can do other administrative tasks. Because of the access level of

this user, it is important to use this account as sparingly as possible.

In other words, whenever possible, use your regular user account. Far too many

people just log in as their root account and use that for day-to-day use. This is
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dangerous for the security of your system, not recommended, and very highly

frowned upon. Just use your regular user account for normal system usage.

Get to Know Your Desktop

When you boot into Linux the first time, you are greeted by a nice, clean desktop
environment with a neat chameleon lizard set as your wallpaper. It feels pretty great
to have reached this milestone. You have your own copy of Linux, and you have
installed it successfully. But now what do you do? As nice as it looks, its greatness
does not lie in its appearance. How do we become productive in this new
environment as quickly as possible? Let's take a look around and see what KDE is

and what it does.

What is KDE?

The K Desktop Environment, or KDE, is an environment for your desktop. Its
main responsibility is to manage what your windows do and what they look like. It
provides you with a shortcut bar called the Kicker panel. It gives you several
different desktops to work on. It makes sure your fonts look right. It provides you
with a menu that you can use to run applications. This menu is like the system menu
on Windows. KDE gives you applications like Konqueror, a feature-rich yet simple
way to browse around your system and manage files. Konqueror also acts as a web

browser.

We will look at more of KDE in a bit.
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Right now, let's take a minute to outline the different parts of your desktop:

Desktop Icons

Ei KSnapshel (Screen Gapiurs Program)
H KPilat {Falm Pilal Toal)

aghl. The GIMF (Imaga Edir)

M orecie (Terminal Pregram)

K Menu

b System Tray

| (_, Find FilssrFolders

? Hame (Persanal Files)

Kicker Panel

Application
Launchers

CELCESL K Q34 W@ 0e20pm

Let's take a look at each part of the desktop.

The K Menu

The K Menu is where most applications can be found. This menu is divided up
into different sections. This is so you will have an idea of where an application can
be found. For example, if you wanted to run your OpenOffice word processor, you
probably would not look in the GAMES menu. The applications are organized into
these sections so you can find and run your programs quickly. The concept of the K
Menu should be quite familiar to you. Browse through the various submenus and get
a feel for what applications there are and where they can be found. That will be the

best way to learn what program is where.
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I mentioned earlier that this menu has a search feature. Let's check this out really
quickly. Click on your K Menu. Then press the /' (forward slash) key. It's the one

that also has the question mark on it. You see that the search box now has a flashing

cursor in it:

Most Used Applications

|
rj KSnapshel (Screen Gapiurs Program)

M orcole (Terminal Program)
=

ol The GIMP (Image Editor)

- KPilot (PalmPilat Tool)

Al Appllcations

| Graphics »

o Interned 3
@ Muliimedia »
é Oftics »
% Syskem 3
fj% Utilities »
= (:J Find Filss/Foldars

? Hame (Persanal Files)

1
!ﬁ Persanal Safings
.@ SUSE Help Ganter

Actions

D Recent Documents »
!:J My Sysiem »
0 Aun Command. ..

E Swikch Ussr »
Eﬂ Lok Session

@ Log Out

CLICEEELE 9@ 0 oEHTem
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We will search for the Firefox web browser. In this box, type the first four letters

of Firefox:

e
M roneois (Terminal Program)
=)

aghl. The GIMF (Imaga Edir)

' KPilot (PalmPilat Tool)

All Applications

[x

[

3

o
-

68001 D

=3
ey

PDAD LS

=
B

Sl
!
g

=
b
[
t
v

Run Command...

CELCESL K Q3L W@ teTem

You see that as you type, many of the menu options start to become inactive.

[ |

This just means that there are items found in the active ones that match what you are
typing. When you have typed in “fire,” you will see that everything has become
grayed out except for the INTERNET option.

Go ahead and click on the INTERNET option. You will see that another sub
menu pops out, showing active and inactive options. One of the active ones should

be Firefox.

After using this search mechanism a couple of times, it will become second
nature to you. Using this search tool, you can very quickly determine where a menu
option is if you remember what it is called. This is one of the things that greatly

simplifies learning Linux.
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The Kicker Panel

You will see at the bottom of your screen a panel that will look familiar. It is a
place where your running tasks appear. This panel can be used for placing
application launchers. These are buttons or shortcuts that reside in the Kicker Panel

and will generally run a program when you click on them.

You will also see the system tray and system clock in this panel. Once you
become accustomed to its capabilities, the Kicker Panel is quite a powerful tool.

Later in this book, we will look more at how to use the Kicker Panel.

The KDE Control Center

Wouldn't it be nice if KDE had some central location where you could set all of
your personal preferences? It just so happens that there is such a place. You can set
preferences for how your desktop looks, how your windows look, and how the
buttons on the windows look. You can tell KDE what icon sets you want, what
cursor theme to use, how you want your keyboard to act, and how you want your
mouse to behave, to name a few. There are many additional settings that you can

adjust to your liking.

This is another way Linux is very diverse. If you are overwhelmed at so many
options, don't bother with them. Most things are already set to act the way most
users would probably like them. No need to mess around with any of the KDE

Control Center if you don't want to.

As a matter of fact, if you want to skip the entire next section about the Control
Center, feel free. I go over it here because it is one of the fundamental parts of the K
Desktop Environment. That, and it is one of the easiest parts of Linux to learn how
to use. Also, don't worry about messing something up in the KDE Control Center. It

is hard to cause a major system malfunction by setting something wrong there.
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As an introduction to the KDE Control Center, I would like to show you how to
do a few things with it. None of them will be that hard to do. All of them can be

done in a few clicks.

Changing Mouse Behavior

One of the first things that I like to do right after I have installed Linux is change
the mouse behavior. By default, KDE will open or execute an icon when you click
on it one time. I prefer to double-click to activate the icons. Changing the behavior
of single-click to double-click is quite simple. It can be done very easily in the KDE

Control Center.

To make this change, open your K Menu, and click on PERSONAL SETTINGS:

Most Used Applications

T
rj KSnapehot (Scresn Gapiure Program)
L-J KFilat (FalmPilo Tool)

ol The GIMP (Image Edikor)

M oneols (Terminal Program)

All Applications

i:{l@ Sysem
E \jtg Uilities

[ Find Files/Folders

@ Home (Personal Files)

eAmgAL @ . 0RO oEspm
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The KDE Control Center appears. On the left, there will be a pane containing
several items. Click on the PERIPHERALS item in this list:

g Personal Settin

File  Wiew Ssfings Help

@Apﬂamnﬁ & Thames
o

Q Inferned & Network
&KDE Components

KDE version: 35.1 Level "a”
User: scofl

?\{ Security & Privacy Hostname: linux-brei

=

— - . System: Linux

g Sourd & Mulimedia Release: 256.16.134-defaull

& o I Machine: 666

Sy=zem Adminisiration |

Lza the "Ssanch” fisld if you are unsure whers 1o look for a padicular configurafion opion.
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Another list appears. Click on MOUSE:

G Personal Settin

View Ssfings Help

@ Back

|i:§ Digital Gamera
@Dimlay

% Joysiick

1 s

KDE version: 35.1 Level "a”
User: scofl

@DEEX Devices Hostname: linux-brei

3 I System: Linux
@Prinbm Release: 2.6.16.13-4-defaull

n Machine: 666
T Remoie Conirols

: Usza the "Ssarch” fisld i you are unsure whers 1o look for a padicular configuration option.
!-; Siorage Media
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On the right side, you will see two boxes. The one on the top is called BUTTON
ORDER. The one on the bottom is called ICONS. Look in the ICONS box. You
are looking for a radio button that says, "Double-click to open files and folders

(select icons on first click)." Select that radio button:

@ Mouse [modified] - Personal Settings B

File  Wiew Sstlings Help

o
"y Mouse @
S
General l Gursor Thema Advanced Mouss Mavigation Whesl Mouss Cptical
o~
—Bution Crder
|-l“ y Digital Camera {®) Right handed
el | Let handed
| (=) Display e
{B Joystick

By

I . i —
PDBEX Devices

C_-r'} Friniars
H_

& Double-click fo open files and folders (sslect icons on first click)

R

(i‘) Remoie Conirols

[ visual teedback on activation

[\) Help H Dehuli l W Apply H"b Ressi ]
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Click APPLY in the lower-right corner of this window to apply your changes:

L® Mouse [modified] - Personal Settings =

-

File  Wiew Sstlings Help

W,

E T —

General l Gursor Thema

o~
—Bution Crder

(®) Right handed

() Lt handed

Advanced Mouss Mavigafion Whesl Mouss Cptical

|lc_; Digifal Camera

D Rewerss szroll direclion

—lcons

OBEY Devi
ﬁ o=s (®) Double-click o open files and falders (sslect icons on first click)
l«'L-"n Printars D Single-click to cpen files and kolders
b
(.){I:l Remoie Conirals
-Js‘bmga Media 0
- I I I I I I I I I

[ visual teedback on activation

0 e | o

Now, you can close your window. The mouse preference has now changed.

Experiment with your desktop icons to see the new behavior.

Changing Time and Date Display Format

Another thing that I like to customize is how the date and time is displayed on my

desktop. In different parts of the world, this information is displayed differently.

KDE allows you to modify the layout according to your taste.
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To see how this is done, open your K Menu, and click on PERSONAL
SETTINGS:

Most Used Applications

I

E‘Q KSnapshol (Scresn Gapture Progam)
H KFilat (FalmFiloi Tool)

aghl. The GIMF (Imags Edir)

B coreoie (Terminal Pregram)

All Applications

%3 [!’-‘l(.:"t.’- s=arch

& ;
=i Graphics »
o Insrnet »
@ Multimedia »
é Ofiice »
% Syzem 3
13% Liilifies r

- || Find Filee'Faldars

? Hame (Persanal Files)

B Lo Fersonal Sstings

1] : @ SUSE Help Genter

Actions

' % D Recent Documsnts 3

!___j My Sysem »

0 Run Command...

CLEEE e oanueEmr
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The KDE Control Center appears. On the left, there is a list of items. You are
looking for the one called REGIONAL & ACCESSIBILITY. Click on it:

[:'- Personal Settin

Eile VWiew Settings Help

@Appearance & Themes
6 Desktop

Internet & Metwork

i& KDE Components
QPeripherals

KDE version: 3.5.1 Level "a"
User: scott

F\ Hostrname: linux-By9t

3] i :
ﬁ Security & Privacy Systemn: (s
f,._,\\ . . £ Release: 26.16.13-4-default
' Sound & Multimedia
ef Machine: 686
%53'5“3’“ Administration : Usze the "Search’” fizld if you are unsure where fo look for a paricular configuration option.
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Another list appears. From this list, select COUNTRY/REGION &

LANGUAGE:

[:'- Personal Setting

Eile VWiew Settings Help

Back

Accessibility

| =

Input Actions
Keyboard Layout

Keyboard Shortcuts

|$ Country/Region & Language |8
| s
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KDE version:
User:
Hostname:
System:
Release:
Machine:

35.1 Level "a"
scott

linux-By9t

Linu
2.6.16.13-4-default
686

Lz2 the "Search” fizld if you are unsure where fo look for a padicular configuration option.




Then, on the right side at the top, you will see a bunch of tabs. Click on the
TIME & DATES tab:

Le% Country/Region & Language [mod fied] - Personal Settings . C

Eile VWiew Settings Help

= -
C try/ & L
D T ol
GBack

lLocaIe | Mumbers | Money J Time & Dates I Other

Calendar system: [Gregcrian |v]

@Accessibilit}r
Time format: [pHaMm:SS AMPM |~
I N A S Date format: [wEEKDAY DD MONTH vy =]
|nputﬁdion5 Short date format: IdD,mM_YYY\d |'l

First day of the week: [Sunday

Keyboard Layout

& Keyboard Shortcuts

Numbers: 1,234, 567.89/-1,234,567.89
Money: $123.456,789.00/ $-123,456,789.00
Date: Monday 12 June 2006
Short date: 12.6.2006
Time: 33415 pm
[U Help H Defaults ] [ | ﬂppiybl [ % Reset l

From this location, you can select the time, date, and first day of the week as you
want. When finished, be sure to click on APPLY at the bottom to make so your

changes take effect.
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You will see a window that basically says that you need to log out of KDE and

log back in for the changes to take effect. It is fine to click OK on this window:

| Applying Language Setting s - Personal Settings__.

@ Changed language settings apply only to newly started applications.

To change the language of all programs, you will have to logout first.

| | Do not show this message again

Then, close the KDE Control Panel. Log out of KDE and then log back in. You

should see that your clock now displays things according to your settings.

Window Themes

People like to make things look different and fun. Changing the wallpaper is one
way to do this. Another way is to change how the windows look. We can even
customize the buttons, drop-down boxes, and similar things that are inside the
windows. All of this is very simple to do in the KDE Control Center. I would like to

demonstrate how to change the appearance of the windows.
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Open your K Menu, and click on PERSONAL SETTINGS:

Most Used Applications

I

E‘Q KSnapshol (Scresn Gapture Progam)
H KFilat (FalmFiloi Tool)

aghl. The GIMF (Imags Edir)

B coreoie (Terminal Pregram)

All Applications
%3 [!’-‘l(.:"t.’- search
é} Games
=i Graphics
0 Interned
@ Multimedia

é Ofiice
% Sy=em
Lr? Liilifies

— ( . | Find Files/Folders
J? Home (Personal Filee)

B Lo Fersonal Sstings

L @ SUSE Help Gentr

Actions

' % D Recent Documsnts

!___j My Sysem

0 Run Command...

Log Out

CLEEE e oanueEmr
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The KDE Control Center appears. On the left, there is a list of items. This time,
you are looking for the APPEARANCE & THEMES option:

[:'- Personal Setting

Eile VWiew Settings Help

6 Desktop

Internet & Metwork

i& KDE Components
QPeripherals

KDE version: 3.5.1 Level "a"

Regional & Accessibility User scott

F\ Hostrname: linux-By9t
3] i :
ﬁ Security & Privacy Systemn: (s
f,._,\\ . . £ Release: 26.16.13-4-default
' Sound & Multimedia

ef Machine: 686
%53'5“3’“ Administration : Usze the "Search’” fizld if you are unsure where fo look for a paricular configuration option.
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After selecting this option, you will see another list appear in the same pane.

Look for the option called STYLE:

l:'» Personal Settin:

Eile VWiew Settings Help

Back

Background

Colors

Fonts

GTK Styles and Fonts

lcons

Launch Feedback

Screen Saver

Splash Screen

SE/RHOREEO

Theme Manager

-
&

! Window Decorations

KDE version: 35.1 Level "a"
User: scott

Hostrname: linux-By9t
System: Lirux

Release: 2.6.16.13-4-default
Machine: 686

Lz2 the "Search” fizld if you are unsure where fo look for a padicular configuration option.

Before continuing, I think it would be helpful to go over some more terminology.

On your windows, you have a variety of buttons, drop-down boxes, lists, menus,

tabs, check-boxes, progress bars, and things of this nature. In Linux, when referring

to these things, they are most commonly referred to as "widgets."

Thus, in this window, you will see a box called WIDGET STYLE. This is a short

way of saying, "What do you want your drop-down boxes, lists, menus, tabs, check-

boxes, progress bars, etc., to look like?" We are going to take a look at some choices

here.

The 'widgets' displayed in the PREVIEW box are fake. When you click on them

they don't do anything. They are merely here so that you can see what the different

widget styles look like.
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Directly under the WIDGET STYLE title, there is a drop-down box. This is
where you will pick the different styles. Go through this list, picking each of the

styles, and watch the widgets on this screen change to preview each style:

L% Style [modified] - Personal Settings -2

File Wiew Settings Help

“ssq Style
. Search: 1 ty @
Style Effects Toolbar
@Back
_ Widget Style
|
_JBackground [Keramik |v][ Configure...
= | HighContrast
:‘i Colors e ra. B
I KDE Classic
Fonts = =
Light Style, 2nd revision
Light Style, 3rd isi
@GTK Styles and Fonts il Stle, Jo (el
= MS Windows Sx
E:ilcons Moir
[_ Plastik
ﬁLaunch Feedback s ry
5GI —
(| (=) Radio button
! (&} Screen Saver b = ﬁ 4 L_
z = { ) Radio button
0.9 St =
‘:(_ }Splash Screen |':J ! l dulion J
" (3] Checkbox e =
:"" = style (somnanox [+
Therne Manager
@Wmdo’w Cecorations
[U Help H Defaults ] IV Apply H‘t.- Reset l

Find a widget style that you like (I personally use PLASTIK). To save and apply
your settings, click the APPLY button in the lower right corner of your window, but

do not close it. We still need to change the window border style.
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In the left pane of this window, click WINDOW DECORATIONS. At the top,

on the right side, you will see a drop-down box:

¢ Window Decorations - Personal Sett!ngs-@

File

!‘ Window Decorations
G Back

l Background

Colors
[~

Fonts

@ GTK Styles and Fonts

lcons
‘ﬁ Launch Feedback

Wiew Seftings Help

[su5E

Decoration Options

~[Nomal ]

!Screen Saver

@ -9
P }Splash Screen X Inactive Window 4| e} X
el

S Rcive Window ©)
\j Theme Manager

II Window Decorations k SuSE preview

[U Help H Defaults r / wa.w Re
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'Use this to check out the different window styles. The fake windows in the

bottom of this screen will show you how the window borders look with each theme:

L% Window Decorations [modified] - Personal Settings__.'

Eile VWiew Settings Help

= ————————— [ h window Decorations
E¥ | Search: [ — @
Window Decoration Buttons
G Back
[ [Keramik |'l
|Background 2 =
—_— Decoration Options
:'i Colors Border size: | Normal -

E} Display the window icon in the caption bubble
|:| Draw small caption bubbles on active windows

@GTK SylesEnd Fonis [%| Draw grab bars below windows

E" " Tlcons [%| Use shadowed text
”

Launch Feedback

N
(&} Screen Saver

@ .
“g ,Splash Screen ) % Inactive Window
El Style " Active Window'
\j Theme Manager
I Window Decorations Keramik preview Q
When you find one you like, click APPLY in the lower right to save your
settings.

There are a whole bunch of fun and helpful settings like this in the KDE Control
Center that allow you to fine-tune your preferences. This is one of the reasons that I
prefer KDE. If you want to change things, you are free to do so. It really is a very
nice, well-developed desktop environment. I suggest looking through each of the
components and preferences of the KDE Control Center to help familiarize yourself

with where things are located.
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Desktop Preferences

Another aspect of KDE that many people like to customize is the desktop itself.
First and foremost, people generally like to set the wallpaper to show their favorite

picture. Let's take a minute and see how to do this in KDE.

First of all, you will want to have a graphic to set as your wallpaper. There are
many web sites that you can go to for that perfect picture for your wallpaper.

Browse around and find one that you like. Download it to a location that you will

remember later.
Now, let's set that picture as the KDE wallpaper.

Find an empty space on your desktop and right-click. A small menu will appear.

Click on CONFIGURE DESKTOP:

H © @ =

Tl SUBE [Fireifes (©ffice}

EL¥,

My

o pltel

Create New 4
b Run Command
J S

—

Rinte g
Q‘:‘} lcons 3
F Windows 3
& Refresh Desktop
'3.. Configure Deskiop.. R
E Switch User 3
D Lock Session
@ Log Out "scott"...

la E
= 1 ©3 . 1 & The GIMP L __] Window Decorations - Pe & = - 03:57 pm
OAERN@ & e — 0a HAW P
= 3 real_cursors xcf2 0 (RGB, 10 i
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In the window that comes up, pick BACKGROUND from the options on the left.
On the right side, there is a box labeled BACKGROUND. Inside that box, there is a
radio button called PICTURE. Make sure this radio button is selected:

—-

Configure - KDesktop -

Change the background settings

Setting for desktop: | All Desktops
Background gt P P n

S

() Mo picture
S ) Eirtlire: All Good People |-
ié () Slide showll :
Multiple Desktops
—ptions 3
Position: | Tiled -
e R Colors: lSingIe Color |vl
Display -
[l ]l | [ Advanced Options l
[ Get New Wallpapers ]
Elending: [No EBlending |vl
J
[ﬂ Help H Defaults [h"’ oK ] l'ﬁ‘" Apply Hx Cancel ]
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To the right of the radio button, there is a drop-down box. To the right of that,
there is a BROWSE button with a folder icon in it. Click on that button:

—-

3 '_ Configure - KDes ktnp.__,E:-'-':;}

"

Change the background settings

Setting for desktop: | All Desktops
Background gt P P n

—Background |
o
Qé () Mo picture
Behavior
(@ Picture: [F\II Good People |v] @g
& ' |

() Slide show: | Open file dialog
Multiple Desktops ' ' ll
—ptions 3
Position: | Tiled
e R Colors: lSingIe Color |vl
Display -
[l ]l | [ Advanced Options l
[ Get New Wallpapers ]
Elending: [No EBlending |vl
J
[ﬂ Help H Defaults ] [h"’ oK HV" Apply Hx Cancel ]

A new window appears asking you to find the graphic file you want to set as your

wallpaper. Browse to the folder containing your image. Select the image and click
OK:
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Select Wallpaper - KDesktop 2

@ _ @ Eé}z % [ /home/scott!

| public_htm| = bin
- Desktop
% Desktop Documents
public_html
DDocuments screencaps

real_cursors.scf

ﬁ Home Folder

EAEtorage Media

water_1280x1024 jpg

Q Network Folders | Location: |water_1280x1024 jpg

[ [» ok ]

Filter: [P.II Supported Files

)% _concr |
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Back at your desktop preferences window, you will see a preview of the image:

""" Configure - KDesI:tup.-

Change the background settings

Setting for desktop: | All Desktops
Background M = £ H

—Background
>
"é () Mo picture

Behavior

(@) Picture: [water_1280:1024

-" f
() Slide show:

Multiple Desktops

—Dptions

Position: [ Scaled

o Colors: ISingIe Color
Display -
i | [ommmm]
. [ Get New Wallpapers ]
Elending: [No Elending |vl
9,
[G Help H Defaults ] [V oK HV Apply Hx Cancel ]

About halfway down the window, you will see an OPTIONS box. In this section
of the window, you will see a drop-down box called POSITION. In this drop-down
box, most of the time you will select SCALED:

3 '_ Configure - KDesktop

Setting for desktop: | All Desktops
Background 4t : P n

Change the background settings

—Background
‘-‘
"\é ) Mo picture
o 7 (@ Picture: [water_‘l280x‘|024 |v]
-“ 3
\é’ () slide show: | '
Multiple Desktops

~Dptions :

Position: | Scaled |v|

Centered

Colors: Tiled

Center Tiled
Centered Maxpect

Tiled Maxpect [ Get New Wallpapers ]

Centered Auto Fit

Scale & Crop

Display

[ Advanced Options l

[G Help H Defaults [Y oK HV" Apply Hx Cancel




This just means that KDE will resize the image to fit on your desktop. Feel free

to experiment and set the preferences according to what you like.

When you are satisfied with the settings, click OK to apply them. Your desktop

will update to reflect the changes you have just made.

Konqueror: filesystem and web browser

One of the most important aspects of an operating system is being able to browse
through the files and directories in your system. Another necessary feature of an
operating system is being able to browse the Internet. As it would turn out, KDE
offers something that does both of these. This magnificent tool is called Konqueror.
Here is a quick tip that will make your Linux experience a tad nicer: familiarize
yourself with Konqueror. In this section, we will attempt to help you get started

doing just that.

Browsing through your files

Look down in your Kicker Panel (the bar across the bottom of the screen). You
should see an icon of a house. Click on this icon once. It will open a Konqueror
window. This window will be displaying your personal files. Using this filesystem
browser should be a fairly simple task. Konqueror is quite intuitive. Some of the

most useful buttons on the toolbar and descriptions of what they do are as follows:

Enlarge icons:
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This button will make the icons bigger.

Shrink icons:

This button will make the icons smaller.

To the right of these two buttons are two more. One is the 'I[con View' button:

7 A

You can see that it has a small black triangle in the lower right corner. If you

click and hold the mouse button down on this little triangle, a menu appears. This

menu gives you a few more ways that you can display your icons.

Next to the 'Icon View' button is the 'Detailed List View' button:
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It also has a small black triangle in the lower right corner. Again, click and hold
the mouse button to see a small menu appear. This menu also gives you additional

ways to display your icons.

Above these toolbar buttons are several menus. I highly recommend looking
through each of these menus. There are some very nice features in them, such as the
ability to search for a file. To perform this search, click on the TOOLS menu, and
then FIND FILE. Right in the Konqueror window, a search box appears. Fill out the
options of your search. Click FIND in the upper-right corner to execute the search. I

have located many files by using this tool that I thought were lost.

Another really nice feature of Konqueror is its ability to split the display into
multiple panes. To do this, click on the WINDOW menu. Then, select SPLIT
VIEW TOP/BOTTOM (or LEFT/RIGHT). Your window will split. You can

browse to completely different places in each window.

This is particularly useful when you want to copy files from one place to another.
You simply browse to where the files are located in the one pane. In the other pane,
you browse to where you want them to be. Then, you drag the files from the one
pane to the other. Simple as that. What's more, you can split the window into as

many panes as you need. I have used six at a time, before!

As a web browser

Konqueror, with all the amazing things it does, also works very well as a web

browser. Up in the LOCATION bar, you put in the address of the website you wish
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to go to. It should be fairly intuitive to use Konqueror's web browsing capabilities.
It will have FORWARD and BACK buttons, a HOME button. You can add,

remove, and edit your bookmarks, as well.

Periodically, you may get a notification from Konqueror about whatever page
you are viewing. Just read the notification carefully and answer the question.
Cookie notifications are the most common at first. Cookies are files that websites
leave on your computer that keep track of small bits of information. Thus, I would

only allow cookies on sites that I trust.

Konqueror performs very well as a web browser. If you would like to adjust your
preferences, you can go into the SETTINGS menu, and select CONFIGURE
KONQUEROR. You are probably safe leaving everything how it is, but if you want
to learn about how Konqueror works, go in and look at the menus. See what things
do.

Kicker Panel

The Kicker Panel is the bar that goes across the bottom of your screen. To its far
left, there is the K Menu. To the right of the K Menu, there are other launcher
buttons for running assorted programs. This is an ideal location to put launcher

buttons for the programs that you use most frequently. Doing this is a snap.

Let's look at a demonstration of how to do this. There is a great text editor
program called Kate. You will find it to be feature-rich and very useful. Let's add

the Kate application launcher to the Kicker Panel.
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(] Find Files/Foiders
#2% Home (Personal Files)
!l' Par=onal Ssfings
(1 SUSE Help Canter
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Open up the K Menu. Select the UTILITIES submenu:

=
c
3
&
g
* v v -

b Deskeip

] Find Files/Foiders i Prining
#2% Home (Persanal Files) . syne
!l' Parsonal Setings % Archiving
(1 SUSE Halp Caner ﬁ Calculator
Actions %‘ Editor
D Recani Documents 4 {4 KBuskoih Client (OBEX Fils Transkr)
| My Sysiem 4 4, 'Gpg (Encrypion Tod)
Q Run Command...
E Switch User 4
E] Lok Seesion
(€] = O

O AAEE B S a 12 & ThecMP
Right-click on EDITOR (this is Kate), and you will see another little menu
appear. Just click on ADD ITEM TO MAIN PANEL:

(] Find Files Foldsrs
#2% Home (Personal Files)
!l' Parzsonal Sstings
(1) SUSE Help Caner
Actions
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Q Run Command...

v v

&3 Put Int Run Dialog

KDE 435
Es)
g
8
;

E'&H@ﬁﬁd 1 12 & TheGIMP



You will see the KATE icon appear in your Kicker Panel:

i~ =)

Kate

Actvanced Teed Editor

" -

OANE R S e Q) 1 |2 @ e

Initially, it appears over on the right side. However, if you like, you can middle-

click and drag it to another location on the Kicker Panel.

In this way, you can very easily put launcher buttons on your Kicker Panel for all

of the applications that you most frequently use.

Installing Applications

Now that we have taken a few moments to get used to the K Desktop
Environment, let's run through how to install software. With Windows, you usually
have some kind of installer. This can be something that you have downloaded. It
can also be something that you bought on a CD-ROM or a DVD. Generally, you
click on the installer to begin installation of the software. This often takes you

through some kind of installation wizard to finish installing the software.

As I mentioned before, installing software on Linux is quite different than
installing software on Windows. In SUSE Linux, you have a convenient tool called
YAST. This tool is what you use to install your software. Let's take a look at how to

use this tool to install software in SUSE Linux.
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First, let's open the K Menu. Click on the SYSTEM submenu:

B :“_‘ ulﬂ.'.lllll.H r
Q Iniar ned k
& Mulimeda b
& ons ~
¥, Syslem k l& Canfguraion k
i Uilifes » \_i, Deskiop Appled »
(] Find Files Felders {3 File Manager b
#2% Home (Personal Files) 9 File System b
!l' Personal Sstings M Manitar k
(1 SUSE Help Caner S Network 2
Actions {?T'] Remode Acoess L
D Recant Documents M @ Terminal 3
| My Systern M & YasT (Gontrol Gener)

Q Run Gommand...

KDE 35
Es)
g
=3
g

OAEE PG 12 Thome
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To launch YAST, we will click on the icon that looks like a green ball with a
picture of a wrench in front of it:

muulﬂplllm

.':'I..."'_, Confgurafon
& Deskiip Applet
g Find Files/Fodars @ Fila Managsr

#2% Home (Personal Files) £ Fils Systom
B Personal Sstings [l Monitor

1 SUSE Help Caner 32 Nework

b . . . . . . .

Actions =
{ET.:] Remuole Accees
D Recani Douments b &l Terminal
-!'J My Systern 4 E YaST (Coniro Cander)
Q Run Command...
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After clicking on this icon, a window will appear, asking for your root password.
This is the important system administrator password. Go ahead and type this in.

When you are done, click OK:

Run as root - KDE su 2

Fleaza anter the Adminisirator (roo) password 0 confdnue.

-
P,
& | ol

Command:

Pas=word:

| lgnare ||'f’ QHN|K Cancd

Another window should appear. Click on SOFTWARE in the left pane, and
SOFTWARE MANAGEMENT in the right pane:

@ YasT Contrel Center @ linux-szhl =Y

Fila  Edt  Hep

!T‘- Sotteare
= L, Cnline Updake

]; Hardwars

- s
,\.;>j Add-on Product | Instllafon Swures
B seem \
" : #, &=
| Metwork Denices - In=tallaion inta Direciory [@ Meda Check

‘ﬂ MNetaork Sarvces 1
— | fﬁ Online Update Confgurafon @ Online Update Sstup
-rff Mowell Appérmor "'

f‘“ﬂl S iy and Users E/ Patzh GO Update !g;‘ Sysem Lipdate

o

] Sotteare Managr:-mr:-n'k
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After a few moments, another window will appear. This is where you will install
and uninstall software. Let's install a program that you can play your MP3s with.
This program is called 'xmms'. So, in the search box in the upper-left corner of the

window, type in 'xmms' and click SEARCH:

YasT2@linux-szh0 5y

File Padage [Exraz Hep

Filter: [S‘m[ch |v] | | Fadkage |9.|mrnary |Siza |A\.a.i|. Ver. | Insl. Ver. |Souroe |

Search:
frnd Il

—S=arch in
@ Name

[ summary
[ Descripion

[] RPM Provides”

[] RPM "Reguires'

Search Mods:

[comajna |vl

Descripion | Technical Data | Depsndendes | Versions | Fils List | Changs Log

|| Cass Sensiiwe

|Name |DiskUsage| |Use-d |Frsa |T0'ﬂl |
II'

2% 22GE G3GE 8.5GE
bl C]15% 10.4 ME 57.0MB 3.3 MB

Check | [ ] Aukchesk Cancal
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After a second or two, a list of search results appear in the pane over at the right

side of the window:

YasT2@linux-szh0 5y

File Padage [Exraz Hep

Filtsr: [Sﬂalch |v] | Fadkage S‘ummary Sza .ﬂwa.il.\"el. | In=l. Var. S‘ouros |
Iil amarck-xmms XMMS Visual Flugin Suppor or amarok 18.7 K
Search: D parl-Xmms Bunde for XMMS Remite Condrol 107K 01238
l:‘ *mMms The exenzible meda playsr 16M 1210103
Ixrnn'd I vl l:‘ xmms-gnome XMMS Appletfor the GNOME 2. Deshiop 560 K (-5
[] smmejack  Jack Audo Cufut Flug-In br XMMS 717K 01513
D m mz-kde XKMMS Contral Appled for the KDE Panel 7330 K 3.1-70
et ] smmslib The exbnsible meda playsr AEM 121010
%] Hame [] smmsplugins XMMS fugins 90N 121044
[ summary
[ Descripion

[] RPM Provides”

[] RPM "Reguires'

Search Mods:

[Contu'ns |vl

Descripion | Technical Data | Depsndendes | Versions | Fils List | Changs Log

|| Cass Sensiiwe

amarok-xmme - XMMS Visual Flugin Support for amarok

Xmms isualizafon pugins can ba used with amarok using this package.

|Name |DiskUsage| |Use-d |Free |T0'ﬂl |
II'

2% 22GE G3GE 8.5GE
bl C]15% 10.4 ME 57.0MB 3.3 MB

Check | [ ] Aukchesk Cancal

These search results are the different software applications you can install. In the

Linux world, these applications are more commonly referred to as 'packages." When
we did our search for 'xmms', a list of packages appeared in the right side of your

window.

Let's look at the pane over on the right for a minute. I would like to explain some
of the important parts of it. In that window, there are several columns, most of
which have names, except for the first one. That column doesn't have a name. This
column usually has some kind of visual icon that tells you whether the package is
installed or not. It can also tell you whether you have marked it for removal or

installation.

If it is not installed, it will look like a little empty square box:

L]
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If it is already installed, it will be the same box with a blue checkmark in it:

o

If it is going to be removed, it will look like a little garbage can:

i

If you are going to install it, it will look like the box with a black checkmark in it:

If it is locked, it will have a little picture of a lock next to it:

=
i

L

At this point, the 'xmms' package in the right pane should have either a blue or a
black checkmark next to it. To install the 'xmms' package, just click on ACCEPT in

the lower-right corner of the window:

YasT2@linux-szh0 2y
=

File Padage Exias Hep

Filier: [Search | v] | | Fadage Summary | Size | HAoail. Ver, Insl. Ver. | Sourca |
l:‘ amarck-xmms XMMS Visual Flugin Support or amarol 187 K 1.3834
Search: [] perl-mms  Bunde for XMMS Remute Gonirol 187K 0.12:3%
M wm e Thea eadanzibla meda playsr 1.210-103
[xrnma | vl b
[] smms-gnome2 XMMS Applet for the GNOME 2.x Deskiop 56,0 K 0-526
[] smmejack  Jack Audo Cuul Flug-Inbr XMMS 717K 01513
[] smmskds  XMMS Ganird Applsd for the KDE Pand 700K 3.1-m
=t ] smmsiib The essnsible meda playsr 38M 121010
(3¢ Hama [] smmsplugins XMMS Hugins a0mM 121044
(%] summary
D Descripion
D RPM "Bronides”
[] RPM “Reguires™
Ssarch Mods:
[Conhjns | vl
Descripfon | Technical Dafa | Dependendes | Versions | Fila List | Changs Log
[ ] Cass Sensiive
xmms - The exensible meda player
Xmmsis a meda player for the X Window System that supports Winamp skins and 1that has a sophisicated plugin
| | | | | | | zystamn thai allows for sasy exknsion of its abilifes. Xmms iz able 1o deal with all common ypes of meda fles.
MName | Disk Usage Llzed Fres Total
i B 22GB 63GB B.5GE ou mighi wani o hawe a look ai the xmms-plugins package which confains a large numbsr of etiect, input, cutpud, and
oot EC———]15% 10.4 ME 57.0 MB 623 MB visualizaion plugins for xmms.

o | )

YAST may pop up another window with some other things it needs to install

before it can install xmms. If it does, it is ok to click on CONTINUE. YAST will
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then begin installing the packages. As it does this, it may ask you to insert various
CDs. Insert the CDs it asks for. When it is all done, it will ask you if you need to
install any other software. Usually, you will just click NO, here. When you do, the
YAST window disappears.

That is how you install software in SUSE Linux. After you do it a few times, it
will become second nature to you. Until then, just pop open this book and follow

these steps for whatever packages you need to install.

Applications

At this point, we have explored KDE, our desktop environment. We have also
gone through the process of installing software. Next, let's go through some of the
best software available for the most common tasks. We will look at word processing
and spreadsheet software. I will also show you some of the most common software

for checking email and browsing the Internet.

OpenOffice

Many people have become accustomed to Microsoft Office. This is a collection
of applications that provide users with tools like word processing, spreadsheets,
databases, and email. This software is very expensive, costing several hundred
dollars per license. On Linux, there is an equivalent suite of applications called
OpenOffice. It is very comparable to Office in what it offers. Many people even say
that once they get used to OpenOffice, they prefer it to Microsoft Office.

It is my purpose to give a brief introduction to OpenOffice here. Due to the depth
of the subject, it would be impossible for me to cover everything about this
application suite in this book. That said, I will provide you with plenty of resources

that you can use to learn more about OpenOffice.

As an exercise, let's make sure that we have OpenOffice installed. Using the

instructions provided in the previous section, 'Installing Applications', search for the
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'openoffice' package. If it has a blue checkmark next to it, your system already has
OpenOffice installed. You can close this window. However, if it just has a blank
box next to it, click on that box to put a black checkmark in it. You have now
marked that package for installation. To complete the installation, click ACCEPT in

the lower right corner of this window.

Next, let's run OpenOffice and learn a little bit of how to use it. First, let's open

Writer, the word processing part of OpenOffice.

OpenOffice Writer

To start this application, open the K Menu, and select the OFFICE submenu.
Then, click on the WORD PROCESSOR icon to open WRITER:

" As Ofics €| Document Viewer »
Gh Sy=lern s -’ Address Book
j ' Uilifes ¥ &} Calendar

Gl Find Files'Folders ~“@ Catbams

ﬁ Home (Parsonal Files) “4 Kontact {Personal Injormaton Manager)
'H‘ Parzonal Sefings ® | CpenCico.org (Chics Suite)

1 SUSE Help Canter “<! Pressniaton

Actions -‘. Spreadshest
D Recant Documents + W Word Procsssor

™| My Sysiern 3

® Ay W e 1 2 < TheGIMP 3 YaST Canird Can
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You will see OpenOffice start up, and then you will be taken to Writer, with a
blank word processing document open:

lﬁ Untitled - OpenOffice.org Writer )

Eile Edt Mew |rmmert Format Table Tools  Window Help

w.@g

[Pags 1/1 [ Dafault [“75%  [nsART [ sTD [HYP [ [

You will see that there are many formatting tools in the toolbar that should seem
very familiar. Some of these include the ability to pick a font and font size, and
make your words bold, underlined, or italics. You will see buttons for left, middle,
and right alignment. There are also tools for creating bulleted lists and numbered
lists. Next to these are buttons for managing the indentation of your text. All of this

will feel very familiar to you if you come from using MS Office.

Above these buttons, there are others which will also be intuitively easy for you
to use. Starting at the left, you have buttons for starting a new document, opening a
document, and even sending the current document as an email. Next to these, you
see a button for exporting the current document as a PDF file. Were you using
Windows, you would pay lots of money for the ability to do this. PDF files are great

for packaging large documents for ease of transport. This very book which you are
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reading is a PDF, and was written entirely in OpenOffice. You don't have to pay a
dime for the ability to make PDF files. Not only that, it comes built right into
OpenOffice!

Continuing across the toolbar, you will see printing and print preview buttons,
spellcheck buttons, and cut/copy/paste buttons. There are also some undo/redo

buttons for when you need them. All of this will probably seem familiar to you.

To learn more about OpenOffice, I would recommend going through the menus.
Look at each of the options. See what things do. Read about them. If you would
like to view the manual for OpenOffice, press F1. The manual is well-written, clear,

and easy to follow. Spend a while learning about the many excellent features of

OpenOffice Writer.

OpenOffice Calc

The next bit of the OpenOffice suite I would like to take you through is called
Calc. This is the spreadsheet application. Let's start it up. Open the K Menu, and
select the OFFICE submenu. Then, click on the SPREADSHEET icon to open

CALC:

Q Interned »
S Mulimeda L
o L_\u Do mian Vieswer k
% Syslem » -’ Address Book
[ Uilites ¥ &P Calendar
L_R.. Find File='Fdders “@ Datbass
ﬁ Home (Parzonal Files) *1 Kontact (Persanal Informaton Manager)
';i Parsonal Satings = CpenCiice.org (Cice Suik)
) SUSE Help Center <) Pressnfafon
Actions
D Resani Documents FM
]ty St *
n Run Gommand...
§2] switch User 3
D Lok Seesion
[0] Log cut
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OpenOffice will start up, and you will be taken to Calc, with a blank spreadsheet

open:

@ Untitled{- OpanOffice org Ga‘ll::__@_}

File Edit Vew Imsert Format Tods Data Window Haelp X
— - 3 g : - J = o e Z »
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You will see all of the familiar formatting buttons on the toolbar. Most all of the

ones we saw in Writer are also here in Calc.

In many of your spreadsheets, you will probably be using numbers. There are
different ways to display numbers in OpenOffice Calc. For example, we have
currency, percentages, and decimal point values. In the toolbar, there are buttons

that allow you to apply the different number formats to the selected cell.

Type a number into a cell. Then click on the CURRENCY icon:

Mumksar Format: Currancy
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Now, click on the PERCENT icon:
Tl z4+ a4t L U

d3 e

+

3) | 6123 o9 o8 | E
Nummt%er Format: Percent

il
| il

Then the STANDARD icon:
z4 al Ld U h -

%) .z‘a,ug ¢ HT1

Mumber Format: Standard

h3g

il
il

G H I
And the ADD DECIMAL icon:
3 |.000 | 0 = |[=
4 il — —

Mumkbsar Format: Add Decimal Flace

And finally, the DELETE DECIMAL icon:
.l_| l ‘." X "'.J" i I_I [}

D CEN= NN

—INumber Format: Delete Decimal Placel_
I

H | | | |
Notice how the number changes for each format that is selected.

OpenOffice Calc also has the ability to handle complex formulas. Here, I would
like to demonstrate how a simple formula may be used. In cell Al, put in the

number 8. In A2, put 3. In A3, type in 9. In A4 put '=SUM(A1:A3)" without the
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quotes. This is a simple formula that adds up the amount represented in a range of

cells. You will see that the total is then displayed in cell A4.

If you want to learn more about OpenOffice Calc, you can bring up the manual
by pressing F1. It is clear, concise, and easy to follow. Study it. You will gradually

learn everything you need as you take it a step at a time.

Thunderbird

One of the most common things people do on their computer is check their email.
Fortunately, there are a lot of email software applications available for Linux. For

the sake of simplicity, I will only discuss Thunderbird.

This program is one of the most widely-used email applications on the Linux
platform. It has been my experience that Thunderbird will do everything that you

will likely need out of an email program.

Let's make sure it is installed on your computer. To do this, there are only two
hints that I will give you here. The first one is that I have already explained how to
install software. You may wish to consult those instructions. Secondly, the name of
the package you will be installing is called "MozillaThunderbird." Let's use this
opportunity as an exercise on installing software in SUSE. Once you have the

package installed, please continue below.

There are thousands of different types of email servers and account
configurations. Because of this, it would be difficult for me to explain how to set up
every one of them. Thus, if you need help setting up your email account in
Thunderbird, I would suggest contacting your ISP. Just ask them for instructions for
setting up your email account in the Thunderbird email application. They will very
likely know exactly what you need and can refer you to some instructions specific to

their email service.
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Setting up your email account

That in mind, I will show the most common way to set up an email account in

Thunderbird.

First, let's run Thunderbird. Open your K Menu, and click on the INTERNET
submenu. Then click on the EMAIL submenu. Finally, run THUNDERBIRD:

5 Games 3
B

............ = Graphica b
‘¥ Inkernet

&> Mulimeda

e) Crtice

T sysem

i uiliies

t:J Find File='Foders

2% Home (Persanal Files)

': Personal Satings

(1) SUSE Help Canter
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D Resani Documents 3

| My Syziam 3

q Run Command...

f2] switch User 3

B Lok Seesion

[©] oo cut.
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If this is the first time you are running Thunderbird, you may see a window

|

A KMail (Mail Cliand
& Thunderkird (Mail/Mews Glian)

Usanel News Readar
-.{J Web Page Creafon

asking you if you want to import various things. Just select the "Don't import

anything" radio button, and click NEXT:
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w |mport Wizard _5%

Import Settings and Mail Folders From

Impor Prederences, Accouni Setings, Addressbock and clher
dafa from:

@ Don't import anyihing

Thunderbird then takes you to the main window, and presents you with the
Account Wizard. This is to help you set up your email account. Make sure the

"Email account" radio button is selected here, then click NEXT:
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Wiew: | All | w |
& Account Wizard Y

A

New Account Setup

In order 1o receive mes=ages, you irsl nesd o ssiup a Mail or
Miewag roup acsouni.

Thiz Wizard will collect the informaion neces=arny ossiupa
Mail or Newsgroup accouni. Hyou do nol know the indormation
requested, pleass confact your Syslem Administrator or Indernesd
Sarvica Prowvider.

Salec the ype of accound you would like o sl up:

@ Email accouni

() RSS News & Blogs
() Unix Mailspoal {Movemail)

D Mewsg roup accouni

138



You are then taken to a window where you are asked for your name and email

address. Go ahead and type these in, then click NEXT:

View: | al| | v | &

w Account Wizard &

A

Identity

Each accouni has an idenfty, which iz the inlormaion thai
idenifes you 4o olhers when they recsive your messages.

Enter the name you would like o appsar in the "From” fald o
your culgoing mes=ages (lor example, "John Smith?.

Sour Name: Soofl Moarris

Enter your email addres=. This is the address others will uss 1o
gend email o you (lor example, ussnfecample. nef).

Email Addrees: seot@marris.com|
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You are then asked what kind of incoming email server you have. This is where
you may need specific instructions from your email service provider. For our

purposes, we are going to say that we have a POP server.
Leave the "Use Global Inbox (store mail in Local Folders)" box checked.

We are also going to put in the name of the outgoing mail server.
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When you are done with all of these steps, click NEXT:

" e | ; Tl L

W Account Wizard D

Server Inform ation

Salecl the ype ol incoming ssrver you are using.
(@) POP () IMAP

Enter the name ol your incoming ssrver (lor exampls,
"mail.example. nef).

Incoming Sarver: | mail. morris.com

Uncheck this checkbox 4o store mail for this accountin il own
dreziory. Thal will make this accouni appsar as a fop-level
accouni. Clherwiss, it will be par of the Lol Folders Glotal
Inbce: accou nit.

El Usa Global Inbox (sore mail in Lol Foldars)

Enter the name ol your culgoing server (SMTF) (or example,
amip.example. nef).

Cuigoing Sarver: | mail.marris.com

e ] (g
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On the next screen, type in your email username, and click NEXT:

|H'.::Lh ||""ll'|..h Iﬂ . |.."l 25

ay Account Wizard __!g__}

User Names

Enter the incoming user name given o you by your email
prowider (for example, “jsmith?).

Incoming User Name: | En:lﬂ

Your oulgoing (SMTF) sarver, "mail. morris.com”, is idenical o
YOUT iNSOming sarver, your incoming ussr names will b= ussd
1o acoees i1, You can moddy cuigoing sarver sstings by choosing
Accouni Sstings from the Tools menu.
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The next screen just asks you what you want to call this account. It does not

matter what you put here, it is for your reference only. When finished, click NEXT:

b [ [l 3 (S

w Account Wizard 5

Account Mamea

Enter the namea by which you would like o reder 1o this accouni
(or example, Work Accounf, "Home Accounf or "Mews
Acoounf].

Accouni Name: m:ﬂﬁ:lm-:-rris.n:-m|
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The final screen allows you to verify all of your settings. It also has a checkbox
labeled "Download messages now." If you wish to do this, leave it checked. When
you are done, click FINISH:

R T y SR T
w Account Wizard _EY

-|_l-l;I

Congratulations!

Pleas= vearity 1hal ihe intormaion balow is correct.

Account Name: scotE@morris.com
Email Address: sootiEmor ris.com
Incoming User Nams: goot

Incoming Sarver Mame: mail. morris.com

Incoming Sarver Typs: POF3

Cuigoing Usar Name: soot

Cuigoing Sarver Mame (SMTF:  mail. morris.com

Iil Dowenload messages now

Click Finish 1o save thess satingz and exil the Accouni Wizard.

| Bak || Hniahb\l

You may then see a small box that says, "Do you want to use Thunderbird as the
default mail application?" Check the box that says "Do not display this dialog
again". Then, click YES.
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Thunderbird then begins downloading the email from your mail server.

The first time it does this, it will prompt you for your email password. Type it in.
Check the box that says, "Use Password Manager to remember this password," and
then click OK:

o
Sl

W Enter your password:

.@ Enter your password for smorris on mail sussblog.com:
L

ﬂ U=z Password Manager o remembsr this password.

| cancsl | | DH.\I\?J

Another alert may appear, just click OK:

m Alert 5%
iy F)

flz Saving Passwords and Ciher Sensifve Informaifon

Fas=word Manager and Form Manager will save passwords, ussr names, and olher sansiive
informafon and enter them for you avtomaically when they are requined.

Thiz sensiive inlormaion is sored on your computer in a ile thafs diculi, bul not impossible, o
read.

H ciher people have acoses 1o your compuier, you may wani o password prokes the soned
sansive inlormaion by choosing a Masier Password.

Hyou chooes o password prodect your stored inlormaion, you will be asked o provida your
Masker Password from ime o ime. This approach prowvides betier securily bul iz slighily lees
convenisnt.

Thunderbird will then download all of the email messages available on the server.
Again, because of the many ways there are to set up email accounts, these
instructions may not work for you. If they don't, that is perfectly ok. Don't worry a

bit. All you need to do is give your Internet Service Provider a call and ask them
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how to set up your email to work with Thunderbird. In most cases, they will be able

to help you.

Sending and receiving email

We now have Thunderbird installed. The email is also set up. Next, let's look at
how to send and receive email. These two things are so simple I am combining them

into one section.

To send an email, click on the WRITE button in the toolbar:

£t = Eo Wes=age L

il Iﬁ}fiﬁ% Addrees Book

= |Grea1aa new ma;mgal A

-ocal Folders 1

A new window appears where you will edit your email message. Fill in who the
email is addressed to, give it a subject, and type your message. When you are done,
click SEND:
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gy Compose: Howis itgoing? _B%
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Hey,
| was just wondering how you were doing.

-Me

|

That is all there is to it!

Receiving email is even simpler. In the main Thunderbird window, just click
GET MAIL:

File (=4 Wiew
Gel Ma Wrie A

|Gl new mEEEE.gEEIl
Foldars

And that is it. Very easy, if you ask me!

Firefox

In this chapter, we have covered word processing, spreadsheets, and email. To

round out the list, let's look at an industry-standard web browser, Firefox. Second
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only to Microsoft's Internet Explorer, Firefox boasts a huge number of users. This is
perhaps due to the incredible security it offers its users. Internet Explorer has
become known for its security problems. It allows spyware, adware, and other
unwanted applications to install themselves without any help from the user! Firefox

does not do this. This is one of the reasons that I would like to recommend it here.

The first thing to do is make sure that it is installed using the same method we
have before using the instructions I provided earlier in this book. The package you
need to have installed is called "MozillaFirefox." You may find that it is already

installed.
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Once you have it installed, go ahead and run it. Open the K Menu, and click on
the INTERNET submenu. Then click on the WEB BROWSER submenu, and click
on FIREFOX to run it:
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When Firefox runs, the main window will appear. You will see the address bar at

the top. This is where you type in the addresses of the websites you want to go to:

J SUSE Cinux Enterprise from Neovell- Mezilla Firefox 81

File Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Help

<1,:| - [i) - gl ® @ [N http:/fwww novell.com/linux/ E] ©® Go “Qy ]
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Saarl:[E
NOVE",, Products & Solutions Services & Support Pariners & Communities 4 Download A Log
Introducing SUSE Linux Enterprise 10

SUSE Linux

Enterprise 10 Linux is about more than software—it's about getting the performance, reliability and world-class support you deserve. Tha| |
Technology » why you need SUSE Linux Enterprise 10 from Movell. [t's a platform for the entire open enterprise, delivering new salutions
Products . that help you cutperform competitors, cut costs, neutralize security threats and satisfy the most demanding customers. Fron

. desktops to data centers, the best Linux just got better.

Solutions 3
Get Involved b -+ Platform
Migrate ¥ -+ Server

Partners & Developers + Desktop

-+ Customer Center

Download
Training
Support
+ Take a look at key + Why Choose Novell for + Download evaluation
features Linux?
What's the next generation
Only SUSE Linux Wiew our technical white of Linux all about? It'= a EJ
<] |

Done L]
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Additionally, you can add a website to your bookmarks. To do this, click the
BOOKMARKS menu at the top of the window. From the menu that appears, select
BOOKMARK THIS PAGE:

© ) Google - Mozilla Firsfox By

File Edit View Go

® co [[CL

Reference | —JMaps and Directions |—J Shopping »

| SUSE Linux ) Entertai Manage Bookmarks. ..

| ) Bookmarks Toolbar Folder Personalized Home | Sign in

Google

Web Images Groups MNews Froogle Maps more »

Advanced Ssarch
Preferences

Google Search | I'm Feeling Lucky Language Tools

Adverising Programs - Business Solutions - About Gooqgle

@006 Google

Done W

A small window will appear asking what you want to call it and where it should

be placed. Most of the time, it is safe to just click ADD:
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J Add Bookmark SED]

Name: (XD

Greate in: ||,_=,| Bookmarks

Cancel | |

Then, at any time, you can retrieve your bookmarks by clicking on the

BOOKMARKS menu at the top of the window. Your bookmarks will then appear:

E Eookmark This Page... Cirl+D

tair Manage Bookmarks... I Refe

| J1Bookmarks Toolbar Folder 3

A YaYa

If you need additional help with Firefox, you can press F1 at any time. This

brings up the help manual for Firefox. As you read through the manual, you will

learn more about how to use the full potential of the Firefox web browser.

Remember that you have many places that you can go to online for help, as we

discussed earlier.

In this chapter, we have discussed a few of the many great applications offered by
SUSE Linux. If you want a more comprehensive guide to what software

applications are available, I wrote an article for Novell that you may find interesting.
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It shows the Linux equivalents of the different types of software that you might find

in a Windows environment. Take a moment and review this list, located at:

http://www.novell.com/coolsolutions/feature/11684.html

As you read, you will notice that the article was written for Novell Linux Desktop
9. However, the main difference is that instead of the “N Menu” as discussed
throughout the article, you are looking for the “K Menu,” denoted by a green marble

icon with a white chameleon head in it:

A
Click on this icon in the lower-left corner of your screen to see your “K Menu.”

Other than that, just about everything in that article is very similar.

So you want to use the command line?

One of the things that many new Linux users fear is the command line. It is true
that, if using SUSE Linux as a regular desktop computer, you will never need to
worry about using the command line. This chapter is to demonstrate that there is
nothing to be afraid of. The command line is just a different way of going about
doing things. I will not lie, it is not quite as easy as the point-and-click windows that

we are used to. That said, there is no mystery or magic behind it.

I would like to take the opportunity here to provide an introduction for those who
wish to familiarize themselves with this very powerful tool. It is definitely not as
hard as most people think. Take a deep breath, relax, and let's take a look at some of
the most common commands. We will look at how and why we would consider

using each one.

At this point, I would like to run through some more terminology. The command

line is also known as the terminal or the shell. People also call it a terminal window,
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or a shell prompt, or a command prompt. These pretty much all refer to the same
thing as the command line. It is all really just different ways to say, "The place

where you type in commands." Any time you hear any of these, just think of that.

The first thing we will do is show how to open a terminal window. There should

be a little icon down in your Kicker Panel that looks something like this:

o '
S

Terminal Program

"

e

=
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Click on it. You will see a window appear looking something like this:

L scott@linux-szhi:- - Shall- Konsole &%

Seegion  Edi View  Bookmarks  Satings Help

scottBlinux-szh: > |

[:]!!swl

This is your terminal window, command prompt, shell, etc. When we say any of

those things, this is what we are referring to.

Now that we have it open, what do we do with it? To begin with, when I refer to
'running' a command, this means that we will be typing something at the command
prompt. You then press the ENTER key to execute the command. This will be the

case with all of the commands that I discuss here. Let's take a look at some of the

basic commands that are the most useful.

View directory contents with ‘Is’

Let's start out by taking a look at the 'ls' command. The purpose of this command
is to list the files that are in the current directory. At the command prompt, type in
'Is' without the quotes. Then press the ENTER key. You will see a list of files that

are in the current directory. Let's look at an example of how to use this command:

user@i nux: ~> |'s
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bin Desktop Docunents nyfile.txt public_htm

user @i nux: ~>

You see that there are a handful of files in this directory.

Make a directory with 'mkdir’

How can we create a directory? There is a command called 'mkdir' that is used for

this. You use this command using this as a pattern:

nkdir [insert directory name here]

You just replace the "[insert directory name here]" with the actual name of the

directory you are trying to create. Here is an example of how to use this command:

user @i nux: ~> nkdir nyfiles

user @i nux: ~>

This will make a directory called 'myfiles'. To see the new directory, you can use
the 'ls' command.
Remove a directory with 'rmdir’

Once we have made a directory, can we remove it? Yes. We use the 'mdir'
command. This command is similar to the 'mkdir' command in regards to how to use

it:
rndir [directory you want to renove]

You just replace the "[directory you want to remove]" with the actual name of the

directory you want to remove. For example:

user@inux:~> rndir nyfiles

user @i nux: ~>
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This removes the directory called 'myfiles'. Note, however, that this command
only works with empty directories. You cannot remove a directory that has files in it

with the 'rmdir' command.

Change to a directory with ‘cd’

Let's say that we have just created a directory called 'myfiles'. How do we then
go into that directory? This is what the 'cd' command is for. It is used to "c"hange

"d"irectories. This is how we will use this command:

cd [directory nane]

If we were moving into the 'myfiles' directory, we would type in:

user @i nux: ~> cd nyfiles

user @i nux: ~/ nmyfil es>

How do we get back out of the directory? Instead of providing a directory name,
we just put in two dots for the name. This just means, "I want to leave the directory

that I am currently in." This is what using the command looks like:

user@i nux: ~/ nyfiles> cd ..

user @i nux: ~>

You can see that when you run that command, it takes you right back out of the

'myfiles' directory.

What directory am I in? Using 'pwd’

How do we know what directory we are in? There is a very simple command for

n.n

this. Itis called 'pwd'. That just means "p"resent "w"orking "d"irectory. You use it
like this:

157



pwd

And it tells you what directory you are in. Using this command will help you

know if you are in the right place. Example output:

user @i nux: ~> pwd
/ hone/ user

user @i nux: ~>

Copying files with ‘cp’

Now that we know some commands for working with directories, let's look at
some ways to work with files. To begin with, we will look at copying a file. The

command 'cp' will do this for us. Its usage is thus:
cp [source file] [destination file]

You just replace "[source file]" with the file you want to copy. You replace the
"[destination file]" with the place you want that file copied to. For example, if [ had
a file called 'mybooks.txt' and I wanted to make a copy of it called 'somebooks.txt', I

could run this command:

user @i nux: ~> cp nybooks. t xt sonmebooks. t xt

user @i nux: ~>

Now, there will be two copies of the file. The original, called 'mybooks.txt', and
the new one, called 'somebooks.txt'. To see these files, run the 'ls' command, just as

we have done before.

Moving files with 'mv’

If you want to move a file instead of copy it, you can use 'mv'. The syntax of

how to use this command is very similar to the 'cp' command:
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nv [source file] [destination file]

Replace "[source file]" with the name of the file you want moved. Replace
"[destination file]" with the filename you want it moved to. You may notice that you
can also use this command to rename a file, "moving" it from one filename to

another. Example:

user@inux: ~> nv nmyfile.txt yourfile.txt

user @i nux: ~>

Deleting files with ‘'rm’

What about if we want to delete a file? This is the purpose of 'rm'. This
command will permanently remove a file, so be careful with it. The way you use

this is as follows:

rm[file to del ete]

Again, use caution with this command. Its effects are permanent. Here is an

example:

user @i nux: ~> rmnyfile.txt

user @i nux: ~>

Viewing text files with ‘cat’

Many files in Linux are text files. How do we view the contents of such text
files? If the file is relatively small (its contents won't fill up more than one screen),
we can use the 'cat' command. This command will just output the contents of the file

straight to the screen. Its usage is as follows:

cat [filename to display]
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Just put in the name of the file you want to view. Example:

user @i nux: ~> cat nyfile.txt

Here are the contents of a very short file.
It is only two |lines |ong.

user @i nux: ~>

Viewing text files with 'less’

What if the file is too long to fit on one page? Ifit is a really big file, it may just
dump large amounts of text to your screen. This will make it scroll up way faster
than you can read it. Is there a solution to this problem? You bet. It is the 'less'

command. This is how you use it:

|l ess [filenane to display]

This will open the file, and only display one full page of the contents at a time.
You just use the up and down arrows on your keyboard to scroll through the file.
When you want to exit out of the file, press "q". The 'less' command is a good

method of viewing large files.

What time is it? What is the date? Using 'date’

One very easy command is called 'date'. This displays the current date and time.

Use this command as follows:

dat e

It will then output the current date and time. Very simple, but it can be useful.

Example:

user @i nux: ~> date
Thu May 18 13:27:09 MDT 2006

user @i nux: ~>
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Using 'man’ to find help

In addition to these commands, I would like to share another way to learn about
them. There is one last command I want to share with you. Sometimes, you will run
into a situation where you may need some help learning how to use a particular
command. Fortunately, there is a help system built into Linux which can assist you
with this. It is the 'man' command, which displays help on using other commands.

To use 'man', the following is the syntax:
man [ comrand]
If I wanted help with the 'date' command, I might run:

man date

A bunch of information then appears on the screen. Like the 'less' command, you
can use the up and down arrows on your keyboard to scroll through the page. Press

'q' when you want to quit.

The 'man' command can be used to display help on almost all commands that you
will ever use. As a side-note, when you ask other, more seasoned Linux users for
help, they will almost always ask you if you read the "man page." This is the 'man'
command that I have just shown you. It is a good idea to make a habit of using 'man’
to learn about new commands. In the beginning, they will feel a little cryptic to you.

Don't let that deter you. You will get more used to them as time goes on.

The command line can be a very powerful tool. There are thousands of
incredible commands available for use in the terminal window. As you get more
familiar with Linux, you may wish to learn more about this amazing tool. If not,
don't worry. Mastery of the command line is no longer a requirement for using

Linux. Learn it at your leisure.
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Conclusion

There is quite a new world available to you when you decide to try out Linux.
Gone are the days where you have to obsess about viruses, spyware, and all the
definition updates that go with them. It will require a bit of time and a little patience.
With a little effort, you will be cruising through your new operating system with
ease. You should now be familiar with how to get Linux, how to install it, how to

install software, and what software to use for your basic needs.

The purpose of this book has been to introduce a somewhat adept Windows user
into the world of Linux. Many of the concepts of how to use an operating system

carry over to Linux.

If you have found this book to be helpful, come by and visit. If there's something
that I can improve, please provide feedback so that I can make it better. My Linux

blog, also the home of this book, is located at: http://www.suseblog.com/ .

Come on by, visit me, leave comments or flame me. I'd like to have your

feedback, which you can leave at http://www.suseblog.com/ph33db4ck.php . As

always, good luck with your Linux endeavors.

162


http://www.suseblog.com/book.php
http://www.suseblog.com/ph33db4ck.php

	Who should read this book
	An introduction before we start
	More familiar than you think
	Common Myths

	Things to know about Linux
	Getting Help and Learning More
	General reading material
	Forums
	Mailing Lists
	Other Resources

	How do I get Linux?
	Download Linux and put it onto CDs
	Purchasing Linux Installation CDs

	Installing SUSE Linux
	Installation Options
	Linux-only Installation
	Beginning the Installation

	Sharing the computer between Linux and Windows
	Beginning the Installation


	Introduction to Users and Groups
	Get to Know Your Desktop
	What is KDE?
	The K Menu
	The Kicker Panel
	The KDE Control Center
	Changing Mouse Behavior
	Changing Time and Date Display Format
	Window Themes

	Desktop Preferences
	Konqueror: filesystem and web browser
	Browsing through your files
	As a web browser

	Kicker Panel

	Installing Applications
	Applications
	OpenOffice
	OpenOffice Writer
	OpenOffice Calc

	Thunderbird
	Setting up your email account
	Sending and receiving email

	Firefox

	So you want to use the command line?
	View directory contents with 'ls'
	Make a directory with 'mkdir'
	Remove a directory with 'rmdir'
	Change to a directory with 'cd'
	What directory am I in? Using 'pwd'
	Copying files with 'cp'
	Moving files with 'mv'
	Deleting files with 'rm'
	Viewing text files with 'cat'
	Viewing text files with 'less'
	What time is it?  What is the date?  Using 'date'
	Using 'man' to find help

	Conclusion

